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Bill : Southern GroesBullfinch Rallway, 28., Com.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS FOR FRIDAY
SITTINGS.

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon., members have
given notiee of questions for to-morrow
morning, I wonld point out that there
is scarcely time enough to have the an-
swers veady by to-morrow moming, and
if it will suit the convenienee of hon.
members they should give notice to ask
their questions on Tuesday next,

Mr. HORAN: T am afraid that unless
an answer is available to my question to-
morrew I will have to move the adjourn-
ment of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems impossible
to have the answers ready for ro-morrow.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Return showing lands
applied for and granted under the Civil
Service Land Settlement Seheme (ordered
on motion by Mr. Angwin).

PAPERS REMOVED FROM TABLE.
Mr, HEITMANN: Some time ago a
motion was moved by the member for
Subiaco asking for certain papers in con-
nection with Mr. Jolly's appoiniment to
the Secondary sehool. I believe that these
papers were placed on the Table, but I
looked for them recemtly and found that
they had been retnrmed to the Edunecation
Department. T do not desire to incon-
venience the department, but I would like
to kuow if 1 am allowed to see that file.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Cer-
tainly. These papers were required to
deal with the fresh applicants. They will
be returned to the House.

[Later.]

Mr, HOLMAN: T would like to ask
whether the papers referred to just now,
and which have been taken away, were
removed with your knowledge?

Mr. SPEAKER: T forgot for the mo-
ment. I intended to explain that it is
customary for a department requiring a
file of papers, which have been laid on the
Table of the House, to receive those papers
back on the understanding that they are
to be returned to the Hounse if they are
needed. The papers in question were
asked for by the Education Deparitment.
I have just instructed a messenger to in-
form the department that the House re-
quires the file at once. Tf the hon. mem-
ber desires it, it will he brought immedi-
ately.

Mr, HEITMANN: If the department
desives the file they might be allowed to
keep it; I do not desire to incenvenience
them, If the file is placed here on
another day it will snit me, or 1 ean see
it at the department.

QUESTION — CIVIL SERVANTS®
LAND SETTLEMENT SCHEME.

Reliring Allowances for Railway Officers

Mr. SCADDAN: 1 intended to give
notiee of a question for to-morrow, but in
aceordanee with your raling, Mr. Speaker,
T will ask it without notice. Is the Pre-
mier aware that retired civil servants who
went on the land some time last year have
not yet received their retiring allowances
in accordance with the promise given by
the late Premier {(Sir Newton Moore) to
Mr. Bath? Is he also aware bhat one
of these civil servants has on six ocea-
sions sinee Tuesday last attempted to get
an interview with the Minister for Rail-
ways? Will the Premier cause that gen-
tleman to be seen in order that he will not
be oceasioned any further loss of money?

The PREMIER: I am not aware of the
cireumstances referred to by the leader
of the Opposition. bat T understand that
the matter of civil servanis who retired
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from the Railway Department is a ques-
tion for Cabinet decision and will be dealt
with in due courgse. So far as I know
there is no promise given that has not
been carried out.

Mr. SCADDAN: There was a promise
made to Mr. Bath that they would be
all treated alike in every department. Why
does not the Minister for Railways reply
to this gentleman’s correspondence? I
would like some salisfaction on this ques-
tion. Do I understand from the Premier
that nothing can be done in connection
with these applications until Cabinet has
made a decision?

The Premier: What applications?

Mr. SCADDAN: There are a number
of them from retired eivil servants who
were employed in the Railway Depart-
ment, They can get no satisfaction from
the department or the Minister or the
Commissioner although they have written
continuously on the subjeet. The particu-
lar individual I have mentioned wrote on
the 16th September last and got a reply
on the 26th, but a very unsatisfactory one.
He wrote again twice in October, and then
again on the 10th November, and no reply
came. {So he came to Perth on Tuesday
last, and twice a day he has attended at
the Minister’s office, making in all six
oecasions, and he has been pul off on each
oecasion. The Premier tells us it is a
matter for Cabinet to decide, TIf it is,
why does not the Minister for Railways
hring it before Calinet and let this gentle-
man know his position exactly? When
Mr. Bath asked the question of Sir New-
ton Moorve, the late Premier distinetly
stated that all the eivil servants who re-
tired from the various departments would
be placed on the same footing, vet the men
who retired from the Railway Depart-
ment have not been treated the same as
other civil servants retiring from other
departments.

My, Horan: T have two or three similar
cases.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
will give particulars of bis questions I
will be able to get the information and
reply to them, but I really ecannot elieit
information at a moment’s notice on a
general statement such as the hon. memher
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bas made to the House. I cannot under-
stand what he is driving at.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Cannot the Minister
for Railways say?

The PREMIER: No; he knows there
are a number of civil servants who have
lefé and gone on the land, and thai there
is certain discontent. But there is always
discontent. However, the matter will be
deali with. TWhy did not the hon. mem-
ber see the Minister in his office and point
out the names of the specific individuals?

Mr. Seaddan : The gentleman only came
to see me half an hour ago.

The PREMIER: Then the hon. mem-
ber might give the Minister time, and see
him to-morrow.

Mr. O'Loghlen :
rights.

The PREMIER :
what his righls are.

Mr. Seaddan: He is one of the retired
eivil servants whe went on the land. There
are ofhers concerned.

The PREMITER: Who are they?

Mr. SCADDAN : I will give this geu-
tleman’s name. It is Mr. Pope. He has
been here since Tuesday, and he wants fo-
get home to his farm. He wants to see
the Minister.

The PREMIER : That does not say lLe
has a just elaim. However, the Minister
will inqunire into it now he knows to whom
the lion. member is referring, and he will
get the papers to-morrow morning.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RATLWAYS: The matter under discus-
sion is a question of policy, but I wounld
like to say in conneetion with the civil
servants’ land settlement scheme certain
suggestions and promises were made by
the Minister for T.ands which applied
thronghout the departments of the public
service generally. There was not to that
time any retrenchment in progress in
these departments.  On the other hand,
for a considerable period prior fo that
time the Railway Department had been
making a large number of retrenchments;
and when some of the railway officers de-
sired to enter into the land setitement
scheme, they were advised thal if any of
them desired to retire for the purpose of
taking uwp land they would receive no-

five the man his

We do not know
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compensation on leaving, because if they
left the department it would be necessary
to employ other officers to fill their places.
Thus they were distinetly given to under-
stand that if they retired no compensa-
tion would be given to them. This officer,
Mr. Pope, left the depariment and made
no claim from the day he left until last
September, when he wrote to me and
asked if T would see that the promise
tnade by the ex-Premier was carried out,
that is, that he should receive two weeks’
pay for each vear’s service on refiring as
a retiring allowance, and any long ser-
vice leave that was aceruing to him. I
loocked np Hansard to see the promise
raade hy the PPremier, and to my mind it
did not apply. Further applications have
heen made. and T have been going into
the whole question with a view {o sub-
mitting it to Cabinet to see whether we
should pay this extra money or not. We
cannot deal with individuals. it is a ques-
tion of poliey, a question of the view that
Cabinet shonld take of the whole of the
circumistances, seeing that the (‘ommis-
signer gave this officer and other officers
distinetly to understand that if they re-
tired no compensation would be paid to
them, and seeing that for twelve months
no application was made by this officer.
T propose to submit all the details to
Cabinet. I had sent a reply to this gen-
tleman. and when he called at the office
I informed bim that T eonld not see him
with tregard to the matter.

Mr. SCADDAN: On the 5th Oetober,
1909, Mr. Bath asked the then Premier
several nunestions with regard to publie
servants' retiving allowances. This ix a
matter of vital importance, not only fo
the particular gentleman in question, but
to others.  This gentleman showed me
carrespondence to the effect that unless
his arrears in rent were paid up lo the
end of Novemwher the land that he oceu-
pies wonld bhe forfeited. He eonsiders
he is entitled to eceriain enmpensation,
and if he can wet that he will be able
to pay his rent.

The Premier: According to the Minis-
ter he Jdid not ask for any compensation
mntil nearly 12 months afterwards.

(ASSEMBLY.]

My, SCADDAN : Let me read the ques-
tiohs that Mr. Bath asked the Minister
for Lands last year. Mr. Bath asked (1)
whether the Minister for Lands, in his ad-
dress to the civil servants, promised that
vetiring allowanees would he paid to those
who were included in the sclieme at Kodj
Kodjin, and (2) whether the retiring
allowance had bheen provided in regard
to all eivil servants ineluded in the
seheme, and {3) if not, why lad any dis-
erimination been made?  The answers
@iven hy the then Premier were—

1, Some of those selected might be en-
titled to retiring allowances, and those
who were wonld get them in some shape
or form.  He did not know that they
would be given cheques, but satisfac-
tory arrangements eonld be made.
Those selected would get what they
were entitled to. bnt they would not
have an opportunity of eetting retiring
allowances unless they were to heeonie
settlers. Tt is proposed to pay any
reliring allowance that is due at the
rate of one-half at the end of 12 months
and the other half at the end of two
vears. 2. Answered hy No. 1. 3, The
officers who are applying to he
allowed to retire, in order that they may
fake advantage of the settlement
scheme, are beinz treated alike.

The Premier: Those who were entitled
to the allowance.

Mr. SCADDAN: This man has written
three fimes to the department and he
eannat wet any acknowledgment.

QUESTION—MINERS’ PHTHISIS.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Premier:
In view of the report of the Royal Com-
mission showing an extraordinary num-
ber of caser of Jung tronble amongst
wminers. does the Government not think it
necessary to immediately take remedial
measwres. [f nof, will the Premier in-
form the House of the intentions of the
Government?

The PREMTER replied: The Goveru-
ment propose awaiting the further report
from Ty, Cumpston on his retun
from the Fastern States hefore taking
action for the prevention or minimising
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+of tuberculosis, and in regard to fibrosis
‘it is proposed to make further investiga-
.tions by Royal Commission, with a view
to recommending the adoption of regula-
tions for the provision, if possible, of
inore efficient working conditions. I may
:add that T have already communieated
with the State Premiers, asking them to
:agree to a conference of State medical
officers, in aecordance with ¢he motion
:adopted in the Legislative Assembly on
the 19th October.

QUESTION—RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD, NORSEMAN-ESPERANCI.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Premier: 1,
Why was the personnel of the Advisory
Board appointed to report on the Norse-
:man-Esperance railway changed for ihe
second inspection? 2, Was the Engineer-
‘in-Chief appointed for the purpose of ve-
porting on the land in the district to be
served by the railway? 3, In view of the
permanent survey of the line having been
made, what was the reason for his ap-
pointment? 4, Was Professor lLowrie
:asked to accompany the board on the veca-
:sion of the second inspection? 5 (a}, [f
‘hes was so asked, what were the grounds
of his refusal? (b.) If he was not asked.
why was he not asked? 6, Does the Min-
‘ister expect to have the report of the
board laid upon the table of the House
‘hefore the elose of this session?

The PREMIER repled: 1, Professor
Lowrie asked to be relieved of his daties
on the Advisory Board on the 6th Ocio-
ber in consequence of his having resigned
his position as Director of Agriculture,
nnd this was agreed to. 2, The Engineer-
in-Chief is not a member of the board
now reporting on the land in the Norse-
man-Esperance distriet. 3, Answered hy
No, 2. 4, No. 5, Answered by Nos. 1
and 4. 6, I hope se.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PLATFORM,
NORSEMAN.

Mr. HUDSOX asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it the intention of the
Railway Department to construct a plat-
form at the Norseman railway station
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sitnilar to those at Sandstone and Meeka-
tharra? 2, If so, when If net, why
not ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, The Government policy is
not to construet platforms on district
railways, though an exception was made
in eonnection with the two places named.
The advisability of granting a similar
privilege at Norseman is now under con-
sideration. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—HOPETOUN JETTY,
LABOUR EMPLOYED.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has it been the practice of
the Raihway Department to employ two
men to each truek in the discharge of coke
from vessels at the jetty at Hopetonu?
2, If so, what is the reason for reducing
the number of mer so employed
from two to one in sneh n port as
that of Hopetoun? 3, Is the Railway
Department employing officers, stewards,
cooks, and pantrymen from vessels in
port to do the lumpers’ work of discharg-
ing evke? 4, If so (a), Does the Minister
consider the men so employed capable of
doing the work as economically and ex-
peditiously as the lumpers usuwally em-
ployed at sneh work? (b), Is the de-
partment paying such officers, stewards,
eooks, and pantrymen the same rate of
wages as that nsually paid to lumpers?
3, Has the department any other reasom
for the non-emplovment of the lompers
than that of assisting the shipping eom-
pany to break up the Hopetoun Water-
sidle Workers’ Union?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, It was the practice formerly
to employ two men in track when dis-
charging coke at the Hopetoun Jetty.
2, One man was found to be sufficient for
the work performed. 3, When the lump-
ers refnsed to receive eargo er slings
from the steamer, some of the officers and
stewards volunteered their assistance. 4
{a}, Yes. on the partienlar oceasion refer-
red to fhey have so proved themselves.
(b). Yes, they were paid lumpers’ wages.
A, The department is in no way concerned
in an allered attempt to break up the
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Hopetoun Waterside Workers’ Union, and
is only actuated by a desire to handle the
traffic of the port expeditiously.

BILL—SOUTHERN CROSS-BULL-
FINCH RAILWAY.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 15th Nov-
ember,

Mr. PRICE (Albany}: [ wounld net
have addressed myself ro the Bill now
before the House had it not been for the
fact that a desire for extreme expedi-
fion has been shown in eonnection with
the proposal. Only a few wecks ago the
Bullfineh mine was’ practieally unknown,
and vet almost simultaneously with the
opening up of that mine, we find the
Governmen! bringing forward a Bill to
provide for the eonstruetion of a rail-
way at a cost of anything ap to £50,000.
And we find the Minister for Works in-
trodueing the Bill, and stating that if
nothing else. it is a wood business pro-
position, a geod business visk; in other
words. (hat the resonrces of this State
are (o be used in a risk which is some-
what problematical in view of the fact
that there have been in this State many
mines which have given equal promise
with the Bullfineh, One could not help
noticing (hat the Minister for Works in
introdueing this Bill did not have his
nsual flow of speech. The Minister was
somewhat hesitating in his utterances,
and one cannot help wondering whether
he fearved that the ghost of his past ae-
tions, in conneclion with a measure of
this character, wounld rise in judgment
against him on the present oscasionm. Tt
certainty is somewhat interesting to read
some of that hon. member’s remarks in
connection with a proposal of a some-
what similar nature, which had prev-
iously been introduced in this Chamber.
I find in 1907 a Bill to anthorise the eon-
struetion of the Mount Magnet-Black
Range railway was introdneed into this
Chamber and the present Minister for
Works at that time urged the House to
be cautious, and to move carefully in
authorising the expenditure of Tnan
Funds. He went on to say—

I contend the present system of vot-
ing on and discussing these publie

[ASSEMBLY.]

works s enlirely wrong, and it is in
the interests of the evuniry that we
should adopl some new method so that
the Government, in regard to the loan
proposals and the public works to be
construeted out of loan, should adopt
a particular method enabling every
member of the House (0 know what it
is proposed the country is committed
to and the way the inereased borrow-
ing will work out, We have now no
knowledge of what the country is to
be committed {o,
Are we not now in exaetly the same posi-
tion as we were then? We already have
on the Notice Paper pruposals for the
congiruetion of certain railways, and T
undersinnd from the statement made by
the Premier o few days ago thai there
are other railway proposals to be brought
forward in addition to those whieh ap-
pear on the Notiee Paper; yet we find
that u speciai effort is to be made, and
that ilte whole business of the country
is to be suspended to secure the passage
of this Bill, a Bill which, aceording to
the Minister's own admission, will serve
one mine and one mine only. However,
let us follow through the hon. member’s
ecommenis in eonnection with the haste
to which [ have already referred. Con-
tinuing his speech in conneection with the
Mouut Magnel-Black Range railway he
snid—
We are rushing headlong with a
policy of railway construetion in the
direction of adding to omr working ex-
penses, and in the direction of adding
to our indebtedness, and we are doing
it blindfold. The Black Range railway
may possibly be a railway deserving
eonstriction; bat I would like mem-
bers to bear in mind that any gold-
fields vailway—if it be a purely gold-
fields railway—is a proposition that
will have to be very carefully consid-
ered indeed, the resnlt of whieh has
to be very closely thought over, for
the reason that a goldfield afier all
has but a limited life, and if there be
no agricultural eountry and no pas-
toral country which may be expected
to keep alive the traffic when the life
of the goldfield passes away, the coun-
try is saddling itself for all time with
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a heavy indebtedness in order that it
may grain a temporary advantage, or
that the persons resident and follow-
ing the industry in a certain part may
have a femporary advantage.
Could 1, myself, give any befter con-
demnation of this present proposal than
the condemnation contained in the Min-
ister’s own words in connection with the
Mount Magnet-Black Range railway?
And I am reminded that on that oceasion
the hon. member was referving to an old
-established goldfield, to a goldfield pro-
-ducing hundreds of thousands of pounds
worth of gold; not one mine, bat
many mines, not a mere handful of float-
ing population but a settled populatien,
and a town which had been in existenece
for some considerable time, But let us
follow the hon. member further—and T
regret that every hon. member had unot
in his hands a copy of this interesting
speech when the Minister, a few nights
ago, was endeavouring to induce us to
vote for the propesal. The hon. member
said—
Members will fail in their duty if
they continually vote for these new
authorisations, these new public works,
withont eonsidering them on the whole
and the effect on the finance of the day
and of the futvre. T believe in a pnblic
works commiifee or a committee of
finance, but if there is to be no enm-
mittee at all the Government of the
day should bring down their finance
proposals as a whole for the con-
sideration of the House in bulk, and
then the House conld authorise a speci-
fie amouni to he expended from Loan
Fund.
Now we are asked at this juncture fo
authorise the expenditure of from
£40.000 to £50.000 for a railway to-one
mine. Not for the purpose of linking up
with our railway system an old estah-
lished fown, but in order to bring info
existence a town, for the purpose, as the
Minister himself told us, of aiding in the
carrying of material which may he neces-
sary to bunild up the town that may or
may not come into existenee at Bull-
finch. One member says it is extra-
ordinary, hut that is not the most ex-
traordinary part abont it—I am jrst
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ecoming to it. The hon. member goes
still further and says—
I ean quite understand that the pas-
sage of a railway Bill looks well on a
company’s pruspectus.
The Minister for Works told us in 1807
he could quite anderstand that the pas-
sage of o ratlway Bill looks very well
o a eompany 's prospeetus. At the pre-
senl momeni there is a number of pros-
pectuses heing issued in connection with
the Bullfineh mining propositions. Let
us follow him a little further—
I do not think it is altogether justi-
fieation for the consteuction of a rail-
way that a mine may be floated. I
admit that working eosts of mining
must be eonsiderably vedueed by the
construction of a railway and that to
that extent the indnstry may be stim-
ulated. But the State has not onlv to
consider. when launehing ont on ex-
penditure. the rednetion of working
costs; it has alse to consider whether
the State will get suofficient on the
outlay to warrant the expenditure.
And he winds up this splendid eondemna-
tion of a proposal similar to that under
review with these words—
T hope the Flouse will follow a policy
of eonsideration and eaution before
lannching into new works on T.oan
Account.
Now, lest it may be that owing to the
lapse of time the hon. member is justi-
fied in having altered his opinion, let us
see what lie had to say no later than last
vear. less than 12 months ago. On the
Tth of December last the hon. member,
speaking in connection with railway pro-
posals, again nrged caution, again urged
that they should reeeive eonsideration,
again urged that it was the dniy of the
Goverament to place before the House
all the detnils in cobnection with pro-
posed railways. We find him in Decem-
ber of last year making use of these re-
marks—

T have urged in this House time
after time, when T was in offiee and
sinee T have been out of office, that no
ratlway proposition should eome before
1his House unless it had been reported
upon by a competent hoard; and T still
hold the opinion that the adaption of
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suech a proeedure would immensely

faciltate the work of hon. members,

and would enable them to arrive at a

more accurate decision than they can

possibly hope to nnder existing condi-
tions,

The Minister for Works: What was
that on?

Mr. PRICE: That was in Devember
last, when i was sugegesied to refer eer-
tain railway proposals to a seleet com-
mittee.

The Minister for Works:
the proposals?

Mr. PRICE: A line in the South-
West; the Boyup Brook-Kojonup railway
proposal.

The Minister for Works:
the Opposilion vote on it?

Mr. PRICE: They voted in favour.
It was on a motion by the member for
Brown Hill that the proposal should be
referred to o select committee.

The Minister for Works: Then they
voled in favour of my opinion,

Mr. PRICE: Yes; we were with von
then, but vou were not sitting where
you are now, DMay I suggest io the
hon. mensber that ke seems to be under-
going a process of evolution. As he
evolved from the seat over here to
the one he is now in, so his opinions
evolved also.

The Minister for Works:
are voting against me on this.

Mr. PRICE: We have not evolved
with the same rapidity as the hon. nmiem-
ber.

The Minister for Works:
voting against me on this.

Mr. PRICE: I have nof vet told the
hon. member how we are voliing: I am
merely saying we have not evolved with
the extraordinary rapidity of the hon.
member. I contend members ave being
asked to vote upon the Bill without one
single reason having been put forward
by the Minister who introdueed it. He
knew at the time he was introducing
it he was doing a thing he had eon-
demned ever since his entry into the
House, We are asked on this oeeasion
to vote.away £50,000 of the public funds
to serve, as T have alreadv stated. one

What were

How did

But vou

You are

{ASBEMBLY.]

mine, But we ave told alse, ‘‘sappuse:
this speeculaiive business risk does not
turn out a good one, you can pull up
the line and wuse it elsewhere.” Why,
such an argument would justify the
building of lines in any portion of the
State. But we find the same Govern-
ment who are hanging up the whele
buxiness of the State so Lhat they may
pass a Bill authorising the eonstrnetion
of a railway to Bullfinch

The Premieyr: You are against it then.

My, PRICE: Will the Premier kind-
Iy use a little pailience, and in a few
moments I will let bim know how I am
going to vote, When the division bells
ring I shall not ask the hon. member
to excreise any further palicnee. Whal
T desire to point out is that the same
Government who sre using every power
they possess to force the aunlhorisation
of the eonstruction of a railway to fhis
onre-tian mine are continuvally telling us
they have no funds for ihe construe-
tion «f roads foi our settlers, All over
the vountry settlers are clavmouring for
roads. The member for Kalanning
knows full well there are settlers in his
distriect who ave elamouring at him, and
I undertake to say that scarce a day
passes on which he does uat receive
some requests in this connection. I know
I do. and I think every member repre-
senting an agriealturnl constituency is
Taced with the same difficalty.

Mr. Walker: In respeet to roads it
is even worse in (he mining eonstitu-
encies.

Mr. PRICE: But in this case we are
told the Government do not propose to
have a road at all; they propese a rail-
way, a steel road. These people of
Bullfineh who, according to the Minis-
fer for Works, bave got hold of such a
splendid proposition. are to be still for-
ther assisted, not by the construction
of ordinary roads such as the settler
has to use. but by a railway.

My, Holman: They have eut
wages down to 10s. a week.

Mr. PRICE: Perhaps that is to help
them pay the dividend duty, which will
eome later. We know the Government

the
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cannet find money for the construetion
of roads to convenience our settlers,
and we find them putting off day affer
day those very necessary works; yet the
moment Mr. Doolette, whe has been ex-
tremely fortunate, the mwoment this for-
tunate individual approaches the Gov-
erument they say, ‘‘Oh, yes, it is all
right,’’

The Minister for Works:
proach the (Government?

Mr. PRICE: T am speaking figur-
atively.

Mr. Collier: Yes: aceording to the
Press reports he was a member of the
deputation which asked for the rail-
way,

Mr. PRICE: I was speaking of Mr.
Doolette figuratively, as T was not aware
of the faect that lie was a member of
ihe deputation referred to. But if not
Mz, Doolette diveetly, then it was those
divectly concerned with My, Doolette;
and, after all, he is the one most con-
cerned in the bailding of the railway,
itasmuch as he has the largest inter-
est in the distrier and is the person
who will secore the greatest benefit
from the railway as the chief sharehol-
der in the Bullfinegh mine. Why should
Mr. Doolette, or the shareholders of
the Bullfineh, receive any speeial eon-
sideration from the House whick we are
not prepared to give to the settlers—
because there are hundreds of settlers
who are (inding it almost impossible to
make ends meet while waiting for the
construetion not of railways, bnt of
roads. They would be satisfied if the
Government would only clear a road for
(hem—but 1hey will not do it.

The Premier: Oh, yes, we are doing
that.

Mr. PRICE: Not with the same extra-
ordinary rapidity with which you are en-
deavouring to build the Bullfineh rail-
way.

The Premier: We constineted 300 miles
of roads last year.

Mr. PRICE: Faney! Three hundred
miles of ordinary bush tracks have been
cleared for the thousands of settlers in
the State, and we are to have a railway
at a cost of £50,000 for one mine. The

Did he ap-
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Premier, I notice, did not state how much
the 300 miles of road cost, nor did he tell
us what portion of it was constructed
purely for the assistance of settlers, and
what portion for the assistance of those
already within easy reach of the various
towns. ’

Mr. Brown: Some of these roads are
costing £308 a mile.

Mr. PRICE: Very likely. I think for
one on Swanbourne-terrace, Cottesloe, we
voted £500. It should be called ‘f Swindle-
bourne-terrace.” The same Minisiers who
are now tumbling over each other in their
overwhelming desive to build this railway,
told us within the last 12 months that the
finances of the State would not permit of
them providing fov the sick and soffering.
The Bullfineh is of more consideration
te the Members of the Ministry than the
sapport of the sick and snffering and the
building of roads for our settlers; and
these are the Ministers who are eontinu-
ally preaching of their desire to aid the
poor anfortunate farmer. We here have
a spectacle of {he kind of farmer they
are prepared to aid, the sharebroking
farmer,

Mr. Underwood:
mer.

Mr. PRICE : Yes, gentlemen who farm
“wild cats.” I do regret exceedingly that
the Government in bringing down this
Bill did not snpply the Honse with some
definite information as to the prospects
of this distriel, because this is not a
new distriei; it is one which has been in
existence for a great numhber of years.
It is a district almost as old as the gold-
fields. Over 20 years ago this par-
ticular district was prospected, and the
mention of prospeeting calls to my mind
the fact that the Minister for Works
stated that this rallway would be of great
assistance to the prospeetors. I wonder
how the prospectors out on the Murchi-
son get on. Do they get railway lines?
Are the men who are prospecting Lake
Way and Wiluna getting railways buili
for them? No, they cannot even get
water, Less than four years ago I travel-
led through portion of that district, and,
if the conditions to-day are anything like
what they were then, it is not roads or

The ‘‘wild cat’’ far-



1560

railways that the prospectors want, but
water; vet, bere at Bullfizch, the prospee-
tors are to have a railway.

Mr, Holman: They are motor car pros-
pectors whom the Government are refer-
ring to.

Mr. PRICE: Yes, they may be Si
George’s-terrace and Hay-street prospec-
tors. I do not think that the bona fide
prospector is worried about the econstrae-
tion of a railway, and I certainly should
not be induced to vote for this line be-
cause of any statement that it is going to
assist prospecting, We are also told that
there is a very large quantity of timber
wiich may be earried over this railway.
Where to? To the Bulifinech®? No, to
Kalgoorlie. We are not asked to believe
that the railway will receive any henefit
from the carriage of poods to Bullfineh,
but we are asked tu believe that it will be
a profitable proposition because of the
timber which will be carted to Kalgoorlie.
If that is ane of the reasons why this rail-
wav should be hailt, that reason could
with a thousandfold more forece be
pleaded for the eonstruction of a railway
from XNorseman to Esperance. I1f it is
timber that Walgoorlie requires, let us
get into the timber belt there: but, as a
matter of fact, the timber is not required.
The railways already connecting Kal-
goorlie with the timber belt are quite suffi-
cient to supply the field with timber for
several vears to eome; hence this partien-
lar plea for the construction of the line
is one which eannot be seriously consid-
ered.

Mr. Collivr:  We are also told thai
the Bullfinch distiiel has agrieultural
prospeets.

Mr. PRICE: Yes; one member in

speaking on this matter stated that Mr.
Mnir. the Inspector of Engineering Sur-
veys, bad pointed oul that there
was  considerable land along  the
route  which miglt bhe wused for
agrieultural purpeses. Now, whilst
I am quite prepaved to accept Mr,
Muir as an anthority on railway surveys,
I am certainly not prepared to accept
him as an authority on the prospeects of
an agricultural line. and, speaking as one
who has some personal knowledge of this
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district, 1 certainly do not expeet it fo
develop into an agricultural district, for
the simple reason that it has not the rain-
fall which will induce men to engage in
agriculture to any extent. There may be
experimental blocks, as there have been
for the last 14 or 15 years. Sixteen years
ago there were experimental blocks in
existence at Southern Cross, but they have
never got heyond that stage, for the rea-
son that there is not rainfall there suffi-
cient to warrant their being extended.
Cextainly they are not likely to be ex-
tended along the route of the Bullfineh
line. I sincerely hope that the Govern-
ment, who are so solicitous for the wel-
fare of the shareholders of the Bullfinch
mine, will prove that they are equally
solicitons for the welfare of the settlers
thronghout the agriculénral areas, and
that they will at all times show the same
expedition in econnection with any other
vailway proposal which may be placed
befire them where the possibilities of a
fair veturn are even more pronounced
than they are in connection with the pre-
sent proposal. [ ecall to mind distriets
where there are hundreds of settlers who
have been clamouring for vears past for
a railway. Applieation after application,
and appeal afier appeal, have been made
to the Government of the day for a rail-
wav to he construeted, and the Govern-
ment have continually put them off with
the statement that they are engaged on a
certain definite railway poliey from which
they do not intend io depart. Yet, be-
cause Mr. Doolette discovers what is said
to be a remarkably rich mine, he and
his co-shareholders are to be assisted to
the extent of forty or fifty thousand
pounds of the puble funds in the con-
striuetion of a railway to the loeality
where his mine is sitnated. I do not in-
tend to further discuss this matter. In
conclusion, I again express my sincere ve-
gret that the Minister for Warks on this
oceasion did not earry ont those ideas
which he always has expressed in connee-
tion with proposals of this charaeter. I
regret to find that with lis removal from
one portion of the Chamber to another he
has so very materiallv altered his ideas
and opinions as to be a party to the fore-
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myg through this Chapiber of a Bill of this
character without providing wembers with
that information which they should cer-
tainly receive before heing called upon to
vote for the expenditure of sueh a large
sum of mouney as is proposed to be ex-
pended in the provision of this line.

The Premier: You have not inld us
how you are going to vote.

Mr. PRICE: You will find that out
on the division.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD (Pilbara): I have
very little to say in regard to this Bill
If the Premier is feeling any anxiety
about the vote of the hon. member for
Albany, I will relieve his mind so far as
[ am concerned by saying at the outset
that my vote is going to be in favour of
the line. T would not have troubled to
telt the House that, but that I deem it the
duty of members to caution the people
against the large number of absolute
seoundrels who are infesting the Bullfinch
district at the present time. and have heen
50 doing for the last montl. And having
risen to speak 1 may be permitied to say
a few words about what has previously
been said in the discussion of this Bill.
I must say that after bearing the Min-
ister for Works introdunce the Bill, I am
perfectly satisfied as to how he earned
the title of the “mark-time Premier.” T
have never heard a proposition of this
sort introduced in such a hesitating man-
ner, If the Bill was not a good one, and
if the proposal was not absolutely sound,
then the Minister’s introduction would
have eondemned it to the lowest depths
of the waste-paper basket. We find that
the Minister to a very great extent en-
deavoured to persuade us (hat this was
an agricultural railway.

Mr. Collier; It was also a sandalwool
railway, or any other old thing: a sort of
mixed proposttion.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is so, but
the Minister for Works shonld know that
this is not an agricultural eountry, and is
naver likely to be until we have very dif-
ferent methods from what obfain at the
present time, for the simple reason that
the rainfall is not regular. There may
of covrse be good seasons, and ic such
this is a pateh of the best pastoral eoun-
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iry in Western Australin. but it has heen
known for over 40 years that they get
eycles of droughts in this district, and no
doubt, My, Lukin, an old settler, ean tell
vou all about Giolden Valley from an agn-
cultaral point of view. T do protest
nwninst this attempl to tell ns that we
llave agricultural eountry where we have
it not and wherc people starting in that
iine wonld be doomed to failure. Another
extraordinary argument nsed by the Min-
ister was in regard to the roads. He said
that if this railway was not built it would
take £26,000 to make a road there. There
has not been a road of that deseription,
I mean an ordinary macadamised road,
made in any part of Western Australia,
and I would like to point out that if we
are going into roads of that sort there are
districts very much more entitled to have
them than is Southern Cross. The pature
of that district makes road earriage quite
easy compared with many diffienlt parts
which we have in this State and when we
find men carting throngh sand patches to
Davvhurst. to Mount Ida, and to Mount
Sir Samuel

Mr. Troy: And through 30 miles of
spinifex and sand to Lake Way.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, to Lake
Way, Peak Hill, Monnt Edgerton, and
several other mining centres in Western
Australia. T would like to say that they
carted practically all the material to Cool-
gardie and Kalgoorlie before a railway
came, which is a very different proposi-
tion fo carting it merely from Southern
Cross. I do not know why the Minister
for Works should use these fallacions ar-
gnments in introducing what is really a
thorongh husiness proposition and one
that any man knows the Government
should undertake, and undertake in the
manner they have.

The Premier: Hear, hear|

Mr. UNDERWOOD: But I strongly
object to the attempt of the Government
to force the Bill through the House with-
out full consideration. I hold that if a
member of the House asks for the ad-
journment of a second reading, he should
get it. Two or three days will not make
any great difference. Any member of the
House is entitled to diseuss the measnre.
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The Uremier: Youn got the adjourn-
ment.

- Mp. Holman: At 11 o'cloek,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We did not get
it. A division was taken on the motion.

Mr. Holman: The Premier would not
give me an adjournment.

The Premier: Not at 9 o’clock,

Mr. Holman: There was other busi-
ness,

The Premier: You got it at 11 o’clock.

~Mr. GNDERWOOD: Yes, and we will

get a lot of other things in due time.
There is a lot of time vet. We are only
in the beginning of (his centnry. Look-
ing at the proposition to huild this rail-
way, we must admit that if we are going
to build it at all it is best to build it at
once. '

If it were done, when ’tia done, then ‘twere

well

It were done quickly.

The Premier: Hear, hear.
ments exactly. )

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: The hon. member
agrees with me every time, and therefore
the Government have undoubtedly taken
the proper steps in this matter. It has
been stated by ope or two members—and
no doubt they believe it—that a railway
is nol warranted until a mining distriet
is thoroughiy proved; but 1 want to say
that where there is an szssurance of one
reasonably good mine, one reasonably
good mine would warrant the construe-
tion of 30, 40, or 50 miles of railway.
I have heard it said in the debate that
there was almost as good a prospect to
justify the construction of a railway te
Peak Hill in the early days.

Mr. Holman: Betier.

Mr. ONDERWOOD: 1 totally disagree
with the hon. member when he says
“better”; becanse we have ab Bullfinch
the best prospeets we have had, to my
knowledge, im——

The Premier: Western Australia,

Mr. GNDERWQOD : No, in the world.
There has npever been a gold mine showing
80 well on the surface as the Bullfineh,
end that being so, 20 or 50 miles of rail-
way are warranted.

Mr. Coilier: There are scores of mines
in the Mount Margaret district where they
only get two or three trains a week.

My senti-
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is because
the mines are not much good. Now, take
the Peak Hill mine, Though it cut out
to all intents and purposes at 130 feet,
I believe ihat had n raiiway been con-
strueted there straight through from Cue
at the time the Cue rajlway was built,
that railway wonld have been a paying
proposition, and would be paying now.
I say that even if the line were continned
on to Peak Hill now, it would still be a
payable proposition, though the big mine
has petered out, because there are many
small mines about the Peak Hill distriet
which would undoubtedly pay for work-
ing if the conveniences were greater than
they are at present. However, that is not
the point to whiech I wish to draw atten-
tion. We have at Bullfineh perhaps one
of the best prospects that have ever been
diseovered in the world, but we have to
bear in mind that the gold-bearing ore is
not likely to extend over a very great
area. We know perfectly well that the
eharaeteristic of Weatern Australian gold
mines is that the chutes are short; amd
we have to bear in mind also that the
Bullfinch Proprietary Mine own a half
a mile along the lode, so that it would be
no wonder if there were not a single mine
ouiside the Bullfinch.

Mr. Troy: If she is a good mine it will
not matter much.

Mr. GNDERWOOD : She may be easily
the best mine m the world and still there
may be no other mine in the vicinity. But
what I want to point out to the people of
Anstralia

Mr. Troy: Australia will oot listen.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Australia will
listen before I bave finished.

Mr. Troy: I must look at the Bulifineh
Boom 1u the papers to-morrow, because
it may affeet the stocks in Adelaide.

Mr. CNDERWQUD : The hon. member
has somewhat broken the thread of my
argument,

Mr. Carson:
will know.

My, TNDERWOOD: But 1 will pick
it up again. As I was saying. the Bull-
fineh Proprietary have half a mile along
the lode, and also block elaims faken ip.
No dounbt Mr. Jones, who is a fairly zood

Never mind! Aunstralin
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prospecior, has some idea whieh way the
lode is dipping, and which way it is run-
ning. Altogether the company have 125
:acres, and we have to bear in mind that,
if the pegging was done properly, that
125 aeres would take in the whole of the
Kalgoorlie belt. Theretfore, these people
who are buying mines outside the Bull-
finch without seeing a trace of gold in
them, are to a great extent buying abso-
Inte rubbish; and it is the duiy of this
Parliament, and the duty of the Govern-
ment, in fact the duty of every honest
man knowing these things, to caution peo-
ple against buying these properties, There
is no possible doubt that there ave going
to be in conneetion with this Ballfineh
boomn some of the most gigantie mining
swindles that have ever taken place; and
it is onr duty, the duty of the State, to
do all we ean to prevent them. I am
jusi reminded of an interview I saw with
-one gentleman. The Press are always pre-
pared to give interviews to important
men, Mr, Aarons has bought some mines
—somewhat off the line of ihe lode T
sheuld say, Tf we look at the plan we
find that Mr. Jones pegwed: his leases
north-west and south-east, and we have to
bear in mind that Jones and party know
something aboul mining, and alsv that
they were there some days or weeks——

Mr. Collier: Months.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Months befure
they pegged at all. They made absolutely
sure, as far as it was possible to make
sure, what was the direction of that lode.

Mr. Collier: Hear, hear! They know.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: T shounld say they
Enow; and Mi. Aarons comes alonyg and
tells us, through the Press, that the lode
is running east and west, He comes to
this eonclusion because he haz traced a
gqnartz reef ronning from a well in the
Bullfineh lode east and west. This sort
of stuff is only thrown out to absolutely
deceive those who are unacquainted with
mining or geological features. As a mat-
ter of positive faet, anyone who has been
through the country at all knows that a
quartz reef running through a lode or
dvke has nothing whatever to do with the
direction of the lode or dyke. He also
must know that even if it were running
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througlh it is highly probable there will
be no gold in the quartz reef, no matter
where it runs through the lode. We have
seen repeatedly where a dyke will come
up right through a quartz reef, aud where
the reef will run on both sides of it, and
this happens: if the quartz reef earries
wold, then where the dyke clashes through
it alse will contain gold; on the other
hand, if the dyke econtains gold, then
where it goes through the quartz reef the
quartz will also carry gold; but the quartz
away from the dyvke, or the dyke away
from the reef, as the ease mayv be, con-
tains no gold. Yet Mr, Aavons comes
along and tells the publie that he is pretty
sure the Bullfinah lode is running through
the ground he has bought to the east and
west, because there i= a quartz reef run-
ning intn his greund, This is the sort
of thing T wish to protest against, and I
contend it is our duty to do so. I trost
the railway will he built, T am absolutely
convineed it will be a payable proposi-
tion, because T am certain, from the re-
ports T have seen published. and have ve-
ceived privately, there is an  enormous
amount of geld above the 100ft, level,
that is above the ground already opened
np in the Bullfineh mine, and that theve
is suflicient there to pay for the construe-
tion of this railway, and to veturn a pro-
fit to the Government, But I say again
that the people of Australia ave going to
be rvobbed of hundreds of thousands of
pounds for mines that do not contain a
trace of gold. and never have contained a
trace of gold. They would not be as good
a proposition as if one pegged ont Parlia-
ment Honse grounds as a gold mine, I
lold it is the duoty of the Minister for
Mines to come forward and make some
effort to econdemn those mines which on
the swiface show clearly they have no
old, and no possible earthly hope of hav-
ing any, except what the shareholders put
into them, T trust the Government will
make some effort to prevent swindiing
taking place.

‘The PREMTER (Hon. Frank Wilson):
It is somewhat amusing to listen to the
strenuous apposition to th'< railway pmt
up hy hon. members «npusite with
the full knowledze that the<e hon. mem-
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hers do not intend to cast their volesx
against the measure.

Mr., Holman: We can object to the
method of introducing it and be in
favour of it,

The PREAMIER:
of intreducing.

Mre. Holman: It was the worst intvo-
ducing we have ever had.

The PREMIER: The Bill was iniro-
duced by the Minister in the ordinary
way and ample time was given {o mem-
bers to consider it.

Mr. Collier: Was ample time given cn
Tuesday when you forced on the second
reading?

The PREMIER: How ean it be said
the Bill was foreed when we are only dis-
cussing the second reading now?

Me. Collier: It was forced so far as
some members were concerned, because
they were forced te speak on Tuesday
night.

The PREMIER: 1t is passing stranze
that hon, members will get up in their
places and eondemn a railway of this de-
seription simply out of opposition to the
Government, knowing full well that when
they come to a division they are going to
vote for the measure. and although they
know it is a business proposition. [f
they believe it is a good business pro-
position it dees not require much de-
bate; and if they have made up their
minds that it is a good business pro-
position, and that they are going to vole
in sapport of the line, they need not take
any exception to the wayv the Bill was
introduced. The Minister gave all the
information that was available on the
matter, barring information with regard
to some of the mines perhaps that he did
not have, but he gave all the depart-
mental information. It is unnecessary,
I maintain, to go into details as to the
tons (hat ¢an be mined or crushed. be-
cause we know full well that the whole
of the auriferous belt between Southern
Cross and Golden Valley at any rate, and
bevond to Mount Jackson, is a good min-
ing distriet. and has been in existence
for the last 20 vears.

Mr. Trov: Why did vou not take
some steps to develop it?

Tt is not the melhod

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER : Because it wanted the
fillip this diseovery has given to it. 1
say withouf fear of contradietion thai
there is more justification for the con-
struction of this 22 miles of railway to
Bullfinely than there ever was to con-
struet the 100 miles of railway from
Mount Magnet to Sandstone. Sandstone
was not a distriet that promised fairly
well. Fromn time te time it went up a
little bit and it went back, and it had
an established centre for whieh the ma-
terial of eourse had already been carried
ahout 100 miles tn erect the bulidings in
the town and the plants on the mines.
1 believe there are only two mines ai
Sandstone itself which are doing any
good at the present time. On the other
hand, here we have a proposition where
we have not only the best mine, so far
as it goes, that Western Australia, or
Auystralia, has known—and that is
praved bevond a doubt

Mr. Holmun: Nao.

The PREMIER: Bat we think we
have something beyond the average of
anything that has been discovered in the
world, and the extent of the dicovery
has been proved over some very consid-
erable area. Take what has been done in
the Bullfineh mine during the few short
months they have been at work thera.
On the Ne. 1 lode I understand there
has been a shaft sunk to a depth of 100
feet which means a eonsiderable amount
of work, and they have driven at thaf
level. There is another shaft down 60
feet and they are erossentting there.
They have blocked out 14,000 tons of ore
whieh has been proved by assays to he
worth at least 7orzs. per ton.

Mr. Holman: You eannoi take an as-
say hevond the point of a pick.

The PREMIER : They can form a very
correet idea. I admit they cannot tell
the exact value in the centre of a bloek,
but by cross-cutting, driving, and measur-
ing they ean form a fairly accurate idea
of the value of the ore. In addition te
that large body of ore there are others
existing, there are ore hodies running
anything hetween 6 feet and 100 feet in
width.

Mr. Collier: There are six lodes there,
are there nof %
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The PREMIER: Everything points to
the fact that a phenomenally rich deposit
has been stiwek in this district and
points to this fact alse that if anything
further is discovered at a depth it is
almost a certainty, as far as man c¢an
judge, that there will be an enormous
area {o be developed and the property
will require a huge plant and it will take
many vears to treat the ores. It is prob-
able that on this mine in the near future
that anything between 30 and 100 head
of stamps will be vequired and the
employment of labonr will be consider-
able. We might safely say that between
500 and 600 hands will be employed on
that miue alone.

Mr, Collier: Not unless it goes down;
if it goes down that nomber will be em-
ploved, but at the presenf time it is all
nonsense,

The PREMIER: I would point out to
the lion. member that there is every
probability of the mine going down. T
do nat think it is going to stop at 100
feet. That is voi usval in the history of
vold mintng. T remember very well when
the Gireat Boulder mine of which we
have all heen so proud, was designated
““Brookman’s paddoek.’’

Mr. Johnson: When it was floated it
was not «eveloped te any extent and
they did not think il was a good pro-
position.

The PREMIER: Exactly, but here we
have something which has been fairly
well developed and has proved itself so
far as they have gounte to be one of the
most valuable shows disecovered in West-
ern Australia, or in the world. Besides.
this is not the only lease that the rail-
way is going to serve.

Mr, Johnson: Mas the Government
(eologist stated that it is going to be
the greatest mine in the world?

The PREMIER: T de not know
whether the Government Geologist has
said s0: T am giving my opinion, which
has been formed from information that
T have collected.

Mr. Johuson: From Doolette.

The PREMIER: T have obtained my
informatian from those who have worked
on the mine, Hon. members talk abont
wild eats and of mining swindles in con-
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neetion with the Hotations, 1 de dot
eare whether it is Doolette or Jones or
Jolinson or Holman who makes a dis-
covery of this sort, but what I want to
know is why members are condemning a
discovery and a distriet and are refusing
to take advautage of it because it is
Holman or auyone else who owns it? [
say that Mr. Doolette and his co-pariners
have not worked a swindle in eonnection
with the flotation of this mine; indeed,
they have tone something that redeunds
to their credit, for, instead of attempt-
ing to float it on a fietitious value, they
put the value on it that it is estimated
to be worth to-day. and they have
taken the whole of their interest in
shares and have provided for £100,000
to be used as working capital as it may
be required.

Mr. Holman: That is a wonderfully
clever move.

The PREMIKER: At any rate, it is a
clean move and will bring move profit
than any other. These gentlemen have
said ‘*We have pinned our faith to this
mine and we will take our interest in
shaves.’’

Mr. Holman: Have you any evidence
that they will not sell their interest with-
in the next six months?

The PREMIER: They cannot do so.
1 sincerely hope that their faith in the
mine will be justified and that in conse-
nuence they will get much more than
what its eash value may be to-day. At
the present lime the promoters’ serip is
lacked up.

My, Collier: Tt is being traded on the
market now.

The PREMIER : No, only 30,000 shares
are an the market at present.

Mr. Holman: The promoters’ shares
are locked up for six months.

The PREMIER: There are only
50,000 shares on the market at present
and 1 amn glad to say that T was able to
get 100 of them. T nnly wish it had been
1.000.

Mr. Augwin: Then you eannot vote
on this Bill.

The PREMTER: Oh yes T can.

Mr. Holman: Can you (ell us how
many ot the Ministers are interested in
it?
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The PREMIER: I believe someone
mentioned last night that a Minister had
an interest worth £20,000 in the mine,
I have not the slightest knowledge of
what interest Ministers have in these
things, I understand, however, that there
is a syndicate possessing interests on the
goldfields and that this svndieate have
an interest in the Bullfineh mines; that
is, they have an interest in Mr. Shall-
cross’ share in the Bullfineh.

My. Collier: It is a small syndieale
with a big interest.

The PREMTER: Tt is a large syndi-
cate with a small interest.

Myr. Collier: No, the other way about.

The PREMIER: The interest in Mr.
Shallerogs’ share is not great. If it is
the honorary Minister te whom the re-
ference was made. T think he is a very
fortunate man and I congratulate him
upon having an interest in a syndieate
which has through their manager, M.
Shalleross, obtained an interest in the
Ballfineh mine.

Mr. Holmman: This is the information
that should be given to the House.

Mr. Jacoby: Tt has nothing to do with
the House.

The PREMIER: If, as I say, the hon.
member veferred to Mr. McKenze, the
hunorary Minister, whe 1 understand bas
an interest in this syndicate, I would
like to remind the hon. member that the
Kalgoorlie Miner, which some people take
as their gospel and which runs with the
Esperance league, has pointed ount that
the honorary Minister, Mr. MecKenzie,
the Colonial Secretary, and my eollea-
gue the Minister for Mines are all op-
posed to this railwav and that they have
done nothing to bring about its ¢onstrue-
tion and that it was the coastal members
of the Guvernment who forced their eol-
leagues intn eonstrueting it.

Mr. Holman: T never saw the Kalgoor-
lie Miner: T do not know what it said.

The Minister for Works: It appeared
in the Kalgoorlie Miner.

The PREMIER: T shonld be verv
sorry if any man who had the oppor-
tunity of improving his financial position
did nnt take advantage of that oppor-
tunity when it was offered ta him to
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invest lis mouney. The more we invest
our money in these distvicts the better
it will be for all of us. I want to see
local money invested rather than have
Londen eapital and London eontrol. Mr.
Shalleross, as hon. members kaow, had
a half interesi in this diseovery orig-
inally and aot rid of it for £€1,000, and
lately he bought back a one-sixteenth in-
terest for £€10,000, Anyhow, let us en-
courage our own people to invest eapi-
tal in our own mines and industries.
I am glad indeed if Mr. MeKenzie liad
the necessary capital to back up an in-
dustry of this deseription. In addition
to the pareni mine, the Bullfinch, there
are a number of leases which belong to
the same eompany, 123 aeres in all, and
all these ov some of them are being sold
or are being floated into other com-

panies. The Bull Ant has just been
floated with a working eapital of
£75,000, The indieations of this mine

show that it will require a large plant
to be erected on it; ai anyv rate the
pevple have had sufficient confidence to
raise £73,000 working capital for the
mine,

Mr. Collier: Where was it raised?

The PREMIER : In London. If we
cannot get it all here we must take Loun-
don capital. It is reasonable to sup-
pose that this £75,000 working capital
is going to be utilised.

Mz, Collier: They will not want the
whole of the £75,000; they may prove
the mine by spending £5.000.

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members must
allow the Premier to conlinne his speech
withonl so much interruption.

The PREMIER: 1t is reasonable to
suppose that this working ecapiial or
the greater portion of it will be spent
on this lease. Ii is reasonable fo argue
also that we will get a large amomnt of
traffic from this mine; plant and mach-
inery wiil have to be earried as well as
stores. and it is reasonable, T hope, to
suppose and antieipate that at any rate
some of these mines will be found to be
pavable propositions after they have
been developed. There are no fewer
than 60 companies and syndicates float-
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ed with an aggregate capital of some-
thing like a quarter of a million sterl-
ing, in the immegdiate vieinity of the
Bullfinch and between the Bullfinch and
out as far as the old mining centre I
know so well, the Golden Valley. I ad-
mit at onee that some of these eom-
panies and syndicates will go down.
There is no law in the world and no
Government and no Parliament or Press
that ean prevent these people having
thetr gamble in these shows.

Mr. Angwin: The Government should
not assist in the gamble.

The PREMIER: The
are not assisting.

Mr. Angwin: They are with this rail-
way. :

The PREMIER: We are assisting in
the development of a mineral belt, and
if there is to be gambling done in con-
sequence, the Government eannot be
blamed. We are aware that in the
North there are some shows which have
heen proved to he bharren and that
people have lost their money, but the
same thing will apply to any industry.
Whether it be a business or any other
venture, it will be found that one will
prove suceessful and return a handsome
profit to these whe have invested their
eapital in it, whilst the one next door
might lead those connected with it into
the bankruptey court. It will be found
in many indusiries that the management
mayv be inferior and that for one reason
or another people will lose their money.
‘There is very little room for doubt T
think that this money, several hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds, will be
expended in that distriet, in following
the geological indieations of the belt I
have referred to. And it must, I think,
be conceded that the expendiiure of this
money will result in the discovery of
lodes of a payable grade. T will not go
beyond that and say ‘‘of a fabulouns
richness,’? although this Bullfinch in it-
self is fabulous. But certainly the ex-
penditure of the capital being raised
must prove some lodes which are pay-
able, and, consequently, we will have the
serection of treatment plants and the em-

Government
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ployment of labour going on in that dis-
triet to a very considerable extent. Then
1 may mention that about half way be-
tween Southern Cross snd Bullfinch we
have proved mines, the Corinthian and
the Corinthian North,

Mr. Holman: You cannot call them
proved.

The PREMYER: They are so far
proved that I understand the option of
purchase held over the Corinthian North
is to be exercised. They have been going
on with the development, have seen what
is in the mine, and now they say, “It is
good enough for us to exercise our op-
tion, and complete the purchase” I
think it is good enough for the Govern-
ment to help them with the railway. As
I say, I am advised the option is to be
exercised on the Corinthian North on
Jannary 19th next. It is probably one
of the largest low-grade propositions
Woestern Australia has ever seen, and
the operations above the 100ft. level
have blocked out 300,000 tons of ore of
a value of about 32s, per ton. Sceing
that this is so, sorely we would be fool-
ish if we sat back and said, ‘*We are not
going to get the traffic ont of this rail-
way.”’ Not only have they got this
huge quantity of ore blecked out in the
Corinthian  North, but I am informed
the later developments in the Corinthian
go towards showing a very much higher
grade of ore,

Mr. Collier: How many shafts are
there in the Corinthian North?

The PREMIER: Five, One is down
to 120ft., three to 100ft., and the others
to a lesser depth. At any rate, I am sure
the managers and engineers, Messrs. Be-
wick, Moreing & Co., on whose advice the
opltion is to be exercised, are pretty cute
business and mining men. | think they
have satisfied themselves that thev have
a fair business proposition, something
they can safely advise investors to place
eapital in.

Mr. Holman : The prospeets at the Ora
Banda are jnsi as good as at the Corin-
thian, but thev cannot even gei water
there.

The PREMIER: It is a sound argument
that becanse a certain cenire has not been
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served expeditiously in the past we should
perpetuate the mistake elsewhere, and
allow outback centres at which there is
an immense amount of wealth to be pro-
duced to be hamrpered for want of com-
munication? Are we to go on perpetunat-
ing the mistake for ever?

Mr. Holman: Tn the one case it is a
big company, and in the other a number
of mere prospectors.

The PREMIER: However tbat may
be, my object is that the State shall de-
rive a benefit. T do not care twopence
about the individual. WWhen T see a good
business proposition, when I know that, if
T had the chanee to build the railway pri-
valely T would build it to-morrow and
make a good thing out of it, I would not
be worthy of my position if T did not seize
the opportunity for the State’s benefit,
The Corinthiap mine, which has not been
so energetically developed as the Corin-
thian North, shows good indieations, and
the work done, partienlarly cross-cutling
and driving at the 50ft. and 100ft. levels,
diseloses that the mine possesses ore re-
serves almost equal to those on the Corin-
thian North. A eompany has heen formed
in London for the purpose of purchasing
this property also, and a sum of £25,000
is to be paid for it. The business will
probably be completed within a short time,
and operations will be started on this pro-
position forthwith.

Mr. Collier: Has this information been
supplied by officers of the department or
by the ownerg?

The PREMIER: This is outside infor-
mation. The Mines Department knows
nothing abont the selling of properties.

Mr. Collier: But as to the development
of the mines?

The PREMIER: No, this information
is supplied by those best in a position to
know, by the owners, and the Minister for
Mines tells me the development is exaetly
as T have stated.

Mr. Holman: It is a pity he did not
tell us all about it when he spoke on the
second reading,

The PREMIER: T am satisfiled the
building of the line will open up a very
big district, and that it is a distriet which
will earry a considerable population. 1
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know of my own personal knowledge that
the Golden Valley beyond is a distriet
well worth developing. It has been pros-
pected and worked i the early days——

Mr. Collier: You were one of the pion-
ocrs there 1 think.

The PREMIER: [ worked the Corin-
thian mine for 18 months or fwo years.

Mr. Holman: And koocked the end

oul of it.
The PREMITR: It knocked the end
out of me. We were working on 17dwis.

stuff and produced something like 2,000
tons.  In addition to that we erushed 500
tons from the Waterhall. and it gave a
return of 374 ounces. However, we had
nol the capital, and I could not get it. I
tried to get £20,000 in order to go right
down, but 1 failed in gefting that capital,
and, consequently, I had to leave the pro-
position alone and let someone else take
it up. The district, to a great extent, be-
came deserted owing to discoveries else-
where attracting people in other direc-
tions. There was Cue, there was Kal-
zoorlie and there were Morgads and other
places all drawing miners away from the
Golden Valley distriet, and nltimately it
closed dewn, and for many years the
whole place was lying tdle. I believe pro-
spectors have been specking around that
part off and on for the whole of the 17
vears that have passed. Some of them
did well, and others very badly indeed. It
is only the systematic prospecting done
bv Mr. Jones, representing Mr. Doolette
and his friends, that has eventually
brought them this rich reward for their
persistent efforts. I want to point out
that there has heen a large number of
leases granted and applieations have heen
put in for many more. To the north of
Bullfinch, and including Golden Valley,
188 applieations have been made for
leases embracing over 4,000 acres, and in
the vieinity of Golden Valley 51 appli-
eations for 976 acres have been made. Ex-
clusive of the Golden Valley group of
leases, there are other groups such as
Rowan’s, the Hungarian, Hughes's Find,
and Giles’s Find. Gold has been found
at several of these groups. Of course
T admit very little development has been
done so far, and. I suppose, we have not
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got any very autbentic information seeing
that there has not been time to allow of
official inspection and report.

Mr. Holman: It looks a bit sick in to-
day’s paper.

The PREMIER: Anyhow, indications,
so far as Golden Valley is eoncerned, have
been good enough to warrant the Gov-
ernment in assisting to erect a4 five-head
mill at that place, and although it was
necessary until recently to cart water for
all purposes, 357 tons ‘have been crushed
for 303 ounces of gold. These ernshings
were from eight different shows and 1
think, taking everything into oonsidera-
fion, we might be satisfied that in this
distriet, this belt, running from Sonthern
Cross to the Golden Valley, and, I hope,
even further North, we have one of the
richest deposits Western Australia has
ever seen. 1 hope, and I anticipate it
wil] extend much further than the present
indications go. 1 think we may hope,
that with the assisiance of the well
which have been put down and are being
put down by the Mines Department,
we shall get, here and there, very
payable centres right through Lo You-
amme, and probably beyond that place.
Certainly, as a railway proposition, T be-
lieve it is one of the most promising any
Government could introduce into Parlia-
ment; beecause we have not only got the
outward freightage—the hon. member
treated with scorn the idea that we would
get anything back from the mine in the
way of carriage—but we have this back
traffie of ore until they get their plant.
They are to-day sending large quantibies
of ore for treatment to Kalgoortie, and
the sooner we build our line the sooner
we will get that traffic. And surely it is
teasonable for the Government to have
confidence when we find the outside
people responding so euthusiastically at
the sale of town blocks. For some 60
blocks pul up we oblained over £25,000
as purchase money,

Mr. Holman: You got 10 per cent. of
it.
The PREMIER: We have 10 per cent.
deposit, and another payment due in
January. The very fact that people are
prepared to pay these prices must be
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faken into consideration as evidence that
they, at any rate, as business men who
are going to engage in business and trade
at that centre, lrave confidence in its per-
manency.

Mr. Angwin: They might bave been led
away by this proposal.

The PREMIER: No. Would the hon.
member sogpesi we should hold back for
fear the district does not turn oui well?
Did we hold back in the case of Meeka-
tharra, and in the ease of Sandstone?

Mr. Holman: It fook four years to get
it.

The PREMIER: It took {oo long, T
admit, and we are not going to repeat the
mistake, I remember well when the For-
rest Govergment passed the measure to
econstruet a railway from Northam to
Southern Cross, a distanece of 175 miles.
I had the contract for supplying sleepers
for that railway, and I know there was
very little inducement, very little to war-
rant its eonstruction. However, it turned
out right; the railway had not reached
Southern Cross before Coolgardie was dis-
covered. Away they went straight on
with the line to Coolgardie, and before
Coolgardie was reached Kalgoorlie was
diseovered, whereupon the line followed
up. Surely we are entitled totakethesame
active steps as were {aken in the early
days. And are we not better justified
in asking the House to build 22 miles of
a line than to build these other hundreds
of miles to Norseman and Sandstone and
Marble Bar? Certainly there is heve far
more to show for it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER : I was emphasising the
fact thai the proposal to construet this
railway is, to my mind, one of the best
commereial propositions that has heen put
before this House of reeent years, and I
feel satisfied that if hon. members will
agree to the passage of this measure we
will be able to get the eonstruction of
the railway put in band forthwith. and
within three months we will have that line
completed and carrying traffic to the cold-
fields north of Southern Cross. The esti-
mate which has been made by the depari-
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ment is, as hon. members will see, a very
conservalive one. Although it is pot
£30.001}, as mentioned by the member for
Albany, from the figures that the Mini-
ster for Works gave to the House hon.
members will see that the engineers arve
certainly not under-estimating the cost of
this line. They have made a very safe
estimate so far as they are coneerned,
and I hope when the line is construeted
we will find that it has been done for
a counsiderably less eost than £40,000. I
can see items in this estimate which T
think e¢an he vedoeed, for I see no
necessity for making an expeosive rail-
way.  What is wanted is a line put down
guickly avd in & sufficiently snbstantial
manner to carrv the traffic; we do not
wanl expensive station buildings, nor do
we want a large amount of ballasting. We
want a line put down in the same manner
as the agrienltural spur lines have been
put down, merely sufficiently substantial
to carry the traffic.  The matter of the
traffic is one which I think the House may
feel assured will very quickly be estab-
lished. I have mentioned that we will re-
ceive certain back traffic in the form of
ore from the Bullfinch mine itself, which
will be sent to Southern (ross, and thenee
to Kalgoorlie for treatment, We will get
that as the construction of the railway
goes on, and will certainly get what
we have never been able to get yet,
namely, the carriage of building material
to the township, which is bound to be
constructed very quickly on the land
which has recently heen subdivided and
sola.

Mr. Angwin: A very smail gnantity.
Mr. Horan: No; a large quantity.

The PREMIER: A large quantity of
timber and galvanised iron must of neces-
sity be taken up on that line. The mere
fact that people have paid prices of £600
and £700 for town allotments goes to
show that they have confidence and are
going .to establish business buildings on
that townsite.

Mr. Collier: The same price was paid
for lots on goldfields now dead.

The PREMIER: It stands to reason
that people who are enraged in mining
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operations vn Lhe* new field will alsu re-
quire material,

My, Taylor: Your revenue for the first
18 months showld neavly eonstruet the
line.

The PREMIER: T am perfeetly salis-
fied that it will do so. I wonld not hesi-
tate a moment, if I was outside this House
and the Government would grant me the
power, to econstruct a railway myself pri-
vately and commence if right away. It is
a good business risk which has every pos-
sibilify of turning out a sound paying
preposition.  The very faet that people
have paid over €23,000 for town lots.
shows what we may expeet.

Mr. Collier: Ouly £2,500 of it has vet
been paid.

The PREMTER : That is only one sale,
bul T am satisfied that the next will be
also suecessful. We may not get the same
prices, but we will find plenty of buyers.

M. Collier: Not at that price,

The PREMIER: Well, at a price very
near to it. All 1his goes to show that the
public ontside—the people who know the
value of the discovery and the value of
the operations that have been going on
for some time past, and the prospeets for
the future—have confidence in the distriet
and the diseoveries which have been made
there,

Mr, Angwin: I suppose your Inspector
of Mines would know?

The PREMIER : Yes; he would.

Mr. Angwin: Then why did he advise
the Minister differentiy?

The PREMIFER: When? I know that
the Chief Inspector of Engineering Sur-
veys had no hesitation in recommending
that the work should be undertaken forth-
with.

Mr. Collier: What does he know about
it?

The PREMIER: T wonld be surprised
if he did not know more than members
of this House in regard to this matter:
it is his business.

Mr. Collier: What! a railway surveyor?

The PREMIER: Yes; eertainly, It is
his business training.

Mr. Collier: His business training to
know the value of a goldfield?
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The PREMIER: It is his business
training to know the traffic that will pro-
bably come from the centre and to advise
the Government as to the copstruetion of
the line, His opinion is worthy of con-
sideration. The Government want to
undertake this line right away and catch
the early traffic from the jump. They
propose to make the line pay and
to charge rates which will ensure it pay-
ing, and the people are quite prepared to
pay those rates. There is also the pros-
pect of trade in sandalwood at which
some hon. members have laughed.

Mr., Horan: One hundred thousand
tons, T am assured.

The PREMIER: 1t is a well known
fact that there are large areas of sandal-
wood at Golden Valley and beyond. San-
dalwood was carted from that distriet
many yems agoe into Nertham in small
quantities, but the fact of the railway he-
ing construeted there will surely give an
impetus to that traffic. I hope that we
as legislators will always have confidence
in our own eountry, and that we shall not
hesitate, as we have not hesitated in the
past to open up our agricultural distriets.
As we have uot hesitated to pledge the
eredit of this country to raise the neces-
sary funds for the construction of rail-
ways to serve those people settled on our
lands, so we shall not hesitate also to
open up our mineral areas. When for-
tune has favoured us to this extent that
we have mines such as I have deseribed,
known to possess great valnes, and giving

excellent prospects of a large employment -

of labour, we shall not hesitate to spend
the necessary money, of course in the
most economical manner, in providing
those railway facilities that wean so much
for sueh centres. In- doing this we shall
be only earrying out a duty which the peo-
ple of Western Australia expect us to
perform faithfnlly and without hesitation.
I have no doubt about this proposal, and
T hope that the House will pass the mea-
sure, and not say that the Government
are trying to rush this line throngh. T
say we are not rushing it through, but in
pushing on with it premptly we are doing
so in the interests of the State and not in
the interests of any individual. I ecare
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not who owns the mine, I eare not who
bas money invested in it; the more of our
local people who ave interested in that dis-
triet the better I shall be pleased. I have
very much pleasure in supporting the mo-
tion for the seeond reading of this mea-
sure, and I hope that it will be carried
with an almest ananimous vote,

Mr. Heitmann: And a good many iuore.

The PREMIER : Yes, 1 hope so.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet): No matter
what the Premier may say to the contrary,
there is an inelination on the part of
the Government to rush any measuré
through the House, whether it be a rail-
way Bill or any other measnve. The Pre-
mier stated that if the line was pushed
throngh it was in the interests of the
country. Surely the country does not
demand that this Bill is sueh an urgent
matter that it should be pushed through
on the very night that it was introdueed,
ar at any rate the very night on which
the first opportunity was given to dis-
enss it

The Premier: Are you going to oppose
it?

Mr. TROY: Had it not been for the
remarks made by the Premier to-night,
when he made numercus assertions regard-
ing the justification for building this rail-
way, we would not have heard one word
from the Government side of the House
which would lead ns to vote for the
Bill, becanse the Minister for Works
when he introduced it made a very dreary,
weary, and lackadaisieal speech.

The Premier: A very excellent speech
it was.

Mr. TROY: The Minister said, ““Here
is the Bill,” and in a very reluctant and
unwilling manner gave us a small
amount of information,

The Minister for Works: We are not
all as able as yon ave.

Mr. TROY: At any rate if the Minister
has not the ability he should have some
degree of energy. He told ns some extra-
ordinary things when he introduced the
Bill. He told us it was better to build
a railway at £40,000, than to build a
road costing £26,000. Can the Minister
tell us any 21 miles of road that has cost
£26,000 on the fields or elsewhere? There



1572

have been numerous discoveries on the
goldfields, and many of them have sup-
ported much larger populations than is
now to be found at the Bullfinch, and I
guarantee that not £5,000 has been spent
on any of the roads o those fields. Take
Sandstone which was supporting a popu-
lation when the rush took place of nearly
£3,000 people. All the produce had to be
carried over 100 miles, and all the time
the distriet was waiting for a railway
the Government did not spend a thousand
pounds on the road. Yet we are told the
Bullfinch is of so mueh importance that
£26,000 would need to be spent on build-
ing a road. If that is likely then I say
by all means spend £40,000 on building
the railway. The Premier and his col-
leagues have been telling the country that
they deprecate a boom at Bullfinch, that
they want the place developed on legiti-
mate lines, that they want the fleld to
. prove itself.  Yet while depreecating a
boom they have heen advertising it and
~ encouraging it. They have surveyed a

townsite, and engaged a special train for
the sale of the blocks, and promised water
supplies which I do not object to. Then,
when they hold a sale of the township
btoeks, they introduneced a Bili for the
purpose of building a railway there. The
Premier says there is no doubt that many
of the mines surrounding the Bullfineh
will be unpayable mines, yet he does not
hesitate to mislead the people by the in-
troduction of this Bill, {o mislead them
as to the field being probably better than
it really is. He leads the people to
believe that the Government have so much
faith in the field, and in every mine there,
that they are building this railway; and
naturally if the Government have confi-
dence no one would go wrong in following
them, I admit the Bullfinech s a very
good mine so far as I ean learn, and I
hope it will turn out the very best mine
in the State, bot the Minister makes some
very extraordinary comparisons when he
says that a railway is more justified to
Bullfinch than was the railway to Black
Range.

The Premier:
100.

Mr, TROV: If the Premier wants to
encourage mining development, he will not

It is 22 miles against
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encourage it to the same extent by build-
ing a railway to serve the richest proposi-
tion in Western Australia as he would
by huailding a railway 100 miles o serve
mines not so rich, and which cahnot pay
the cost of carting as tbe Bullfineh can.
We are told the Bullfineh gives returns
in some cases of 20ozs. to the fon. It
is the richest mine in Western Australia,
yet we are told the case is so urgent that
the Government most build a railway to
develop this mine. In the Black Range
case it was entirely different. There, we
have not the richest mines in Western
Australia. The Premier said there were
only two mines therc. There are four
good mines, and there are numbers of
minds held by prospectors.

The Premier: I only saw two when T
opened the railway.

Mr. TROY : The Premier was so busy
pluming himself like a bird that he did
not look around the district. When he
was at Sandstone there were four mines,
but the Premier did not see them.

Mr. Scaddan: How many mines?

Mr. TROY: Four mines manned and
employing men. This field had to strug-
gle on for nearly four years before it
got railway communication.

The Premier: We saved it for you.

Mr. Horan: Why did you not get it?

Myr. TROY: We cannot all be Horans.
We do our best, but there are limits to
our eapacity. I hold that if the mining
industry is to be developed it can be best
developed by water supplies, batteries,
and railways. I have given my support to
every measure introdnced for the henefit
of the industry. I am not opposing the
Bullfineh railway, but there are dozens of
other communities in the State more en-
titled to railway communication than the
Bullfinch area, localities where the ore is
not of that high-grade character that it is
in the Bullfinch area. For instance Law-
lers has had to struggle nine or ten years
without a railway, and its development
has Dbeen severely handicapped, yet the
Premier would lead us to believe by his
arguments that it is far more advisable
and justifiable to build a railway to Bull-
finch where they have only twenty miles
to cart from a high-grade proposition,
than tu build a line to Lawlers where
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there is a large vumber of low-grade
propositions which eannot be developed
without a railway.

Mr. Gourley: And the field has pro-
dueed over three million pounds worth
of gold.

Mr. TROY : Yes, Lawlers has produced
over three million pounds worth of gold.
But the Premier’s argument is that we
can best develop the industry by build-
ing railways to mines which are very rieh,
and which have only the disadvantage of
a short road to eart over, in preference to
building lines to localities further out
which have been handicapped for years
by high rates and heavy cartage charges.

The Premier: According to your argu-
ment you would not have built the line
to Kalgoorlie.

Mr. TROY: That line was not built
until the district bad improved very con-
siderably. 1 am not objecting to the line
to Bullfinch; I am merely taking excep-
tion to many of the remarks of the Pre-
mier when he spoke in support of it. He
said also that the Corinthian mine was
one which demanded & railway; but,
strange to say there was no effort
made to give the Corinthian mine a rail-
way until the Bullinch was diseovered.
In fact I find that the Premier made no
referenee to it in his Budget speech.

Mz, Horan: I drew attention to it 12
months age in the House.

Mr. TROY: There you are again. I
admit that you have done more than most
of ws. The Corinthian mine is only eight
miles from Southern Cross, and it is a
poor proposition indeed which will not
stand the cost of carting eight miles.

Mr. Horan: It is 11 miles, and it
is an excellent proposition.
Mr. TROY: T believe it is an ex-

cellent preposition.  Bewick, Moreing
& Co. would not have {aken over the
mine unless there was some good reason
for doing so. To-day mines are not
taken over to the same extent as they
were years ago, unless of course we ex-
empt mines exclusively in the Bullfinch
area which have been floated within the
last two or three weeks. But, if the Cor-
inthian is a good mine, as T believe it is,
it would be developed easily enough
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without a rauilway. So we can pass over
the Corinthian mune in connection with
this railway because the railway would
not have been built on that justifieation.

The Premier: We pass it with the
raiiway.

Mr. TROY: It is an extracrdinary
thing that sueh haste is made by the
Governmenut in  eonstrueting this line,
particularly when the DMinister for
Mines only a few weeks ago uttered a
few words of caution in regard teo the
distriet.

Mr. Collier: Quly a week ago.

Mr. TROY: The Minister said the
railway eould very well stand over until
more development worl had been done.

The Minister for Mines: I explained
that last night.

Mr. TROY: Mining representative as
I am, and one who has an undoubted de-
site to develop the mining indusiry, I
agree with the Minister in that statement.
I think it is only a fair thing that
we should wait a few months at any rate
in order to satisfy ourselves before we
spend a large sum of money upon the
line. The Premier knows perfectly well
that vntside the Bullfinch there is no
development work done ¢n any of the
leases.

The Premier: Oh yes, there is!

Mr. Horan: The hon. member is not
right.

Mr. TROY: The Minister for Mines
made the statement, if he was reported
correctly, that uo development work was
done except on the Bullfineh.

The Minisier for Mines: The prinei-
pal development waork.

Mr. TROY: Even the Southern Cross
newspaper has do1e is utmost to expose
the boodling being carried on, and the
desire 1o foat mines withont there being
any legitimate reason for it. Many
people have taken up areas there and
have not worked them; they are only
holding the areas for the purpose of
floating them; and numbers of syndi-
cates hold land there which no one would
be justified in investing in because there
is np development done to warrant invest-
ment in them. The construction of this
railway at once will undoubtedly lead
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to the belief that the Government are
perfecily satisfied in regard to these
properties being decent properties, and
worthy of investment in. That is the
only thing T fear, that there is a
possibility of misleading investors; and
the aetion of the Government in sel-
ling town blocks at inflated prices and
booming the field, anless the field turns
out well—and no one knows whether it
will or not, because it is all specunlation
—must undoubtedly prove to the dis-
advantage of the State later on.

The Premier: Would you have re-
fused the prices the people offered for
the land?

Mr. TROY: I will answer that by
saying that I would not give the prices
the people paid for the land there.

The Premier: You would have refused
them?

Mr. TROY: 1 would not give the
prices which the people gave for the
land there. I would prefer to give £300
for a town block at Yonanme than £700
for a block at Bullfinech,

M:. Horan: Of course yon would; it
is in your own electorate.

Mr. TROY: No, I have this to guide
me. I know that at Younanme there is
a big lode developed and proved to a
depth of 200 feet, and my experience in
goldmining gives me some guide as to
where I would invest.

The Premier: It is a free country;
you can invest where you like.

Mr. TROY: But I disagree with the
Government with regard to the inflated
values.

The Premier: We did not inflate the
values. If the valunes were inflated the
buyers were responsible.

Mr. Seaddan: You introduced the
Bill the day before the sale.

Mr. TROY: I shall not oppose the
Bill to constrnet the railway, although
I feel there is mo necessity for this
great haste. There may be something
in the Premier’s contention that the
Government will get the profit for all
goods and machinery carted there, but T
do not think that any person will ereet
large buildings there until sneh time as

[ASSEMBLY.)

they are assured that the field is going
to be a permanent one,

Mr. Horan: The Western Ausiralian
Bank started operations there to-day.

Mr. TROY: I have seen banks opened
in hessian humpies, I will admit that
after all probably the speeulation may be
a reasonable one, and the risk worth tak-
ing. It is only 20 miles of railway, and,
as the Minister who introdnced the Bill
said, if it turns out badly he ean pull up
the rails. At the same time I want to
point out there are other places in this
State whieh are more entitled to railway
faeilities. Wiluna and Lawlers are two
goldtields that are entitled to railway
facilities, and 1in these loealities the
pecple are labouring under great disad-
vantages and hardships; they have
struggled for years and yet the Govern-
ment, who are prepared to support a
distriet when there is a boom, have been
absolutely deaf to their requests for rail-
Wway communiegtion.

The Premier: What about Sandstone
and Norseman, was there a boom at those
places when the railways were built?

Mr. TROY: Sandstone is a district
which demanded a railway. Before the
railway was constructed to Sandstone
the field had turned out no less than
three-quarters of a million pounds worth
of gold, and in this connection I want
to refute the statement made by the Pre-
mier that the place has boomed and has
gone down again.

The Premier: T did not say that.

Mr., TROY: There has been perma-
neut progress at Sandstone ever sinee
the place has been discovered. The pop-
ulation is far greater now than it was
at any previous time in the history of
the field, and mining is in a sounder con-
dition. I ean only deplore the faet that
while the Government are so willing to
lend their aid in the direction of build-
ing a railway such as this one, the min-
ing industry is not being encouraged as
it should be encouraged in the back
ecountry. I am willing to take the risk
in connection with this railway, at the
same time it may turn out a good thing,
and if the econstruction of the railway
line Twither nerth is warranted we
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should do that and not wait until a
boom sets in. It may go through to
JYounanme some day, but I am not giving
that possibility any consideration just now
because Younammne is only 30 miles from
the vailway at the present time, Bui there
s a large area of country there which
might be developed, and the development
of which might be assisted by the Govern-
wment, but this will not be done until a
boom sets in, when the Government will
rush in in hot haste and take the credit
for it,

Mr, ANGWIN (East Fremantle): I do
not know that I should have had any re-
marks to pass with regard to the con-
struetion of this railway beeaunse on every
occasion when any railway Bill has been
infroduced to the House I have always
supported it, in fact the only eomplaint T
have had to make has been because the
Ministry have not gone ahead quickly
enough. I must say, however, with re-
gard to this proposed railway that I re-
oret very mwuch that the Government <id
not take the advice given by the Minister
for Mines. We cannot get away from
the fact that two weeks ago the Minister
for Mines, accompanied by some of lis
officers, visited this field, and affer due
inspection he stated that he was of
opinion that the construetion of the rail-
way could await the further development
of the mines, and that Cabinet should
wait before embarking on a railway
policy to this centre.

The Minister for Mines: By way of
explanation may I point ont at this stage
that last night I thought I made
the position clear with regard to my
statement at Southern Cross a few
days ago. I spoke definitely at Southern
Crgss with regard fo ‘the water supply,
but with regard to the railway I said that
the people would have to push on with
developmental work in order to emable
us te provide railway communication to
the field. Hon. members can recognise
that this was a Cabinet matter and that
all T could say at Sounthern Cross was
very little indeed, and that was what 1
pointed out to the people of Sonthern
Cross.

Mr. ANGWIN: I think it is due to us

that the Minister should =say whether or
581
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not he was misreported. If the Minister
was misreported of course it makes a
great difference, but I think even the
Minister bimself will realise that when
be is away un an official visif, aceom-
panied by his officers, any statemenis he
may make divectlv afier such a visi{
should carry a eertain amount of weight
with his colleagies in Cabinet,

The Minister for Mines: You mmst
understand this is entirelv a Cahinet
matter.

Mr. ANGWIN: I adwmit that while it
is a (‘abinet matier we ecannot ger away
from the fact that the Minister for Mines
is in charge of the Mines Department,
and before his colleagnes would consider
a proposal for the eonstruetion of the
railway at o cost of £46.000, due weight
should be given to the adviee tendered to
Cabinet by the Mines Department. The
Premier. in dealing with this cuestinn, re-
ferred to the aelion in the past of con-
tinning the railway from Southern Cross
tn  Coolgardie. He first referred to the
eonstroetion of the railwayv From Nor-
tham to Southern Cross; at the present
time. however. we must look at things
from a different point uf view. At that
time Southern Cross was almost exiled
from any part of the State and there were
possibilities of development there: it was
a long distance to earry material for the
purpose of assisting mining  develop-
ment, but in the present case we have,
aceording to reporis, a mine which 18 one
of the wonders of the world, and it is
situated only 20 miles from the railway.
and out of the handsome returns which
are resulting from operations at the pre-
sent time they conld easily afford to pay
the cost of earting to the nearest railway
point, at any rate until further develop-
ment has taken place. 1 maintain, as
other members have done, that the Gov-
ernment in this instance will be the means
of removinz to a large extent ‘that woml
of caution whieh has been sent to varions
parts already by the words of the Min-
ister for Mines, and also the member fo:
Yilgarn, with regard to the flotation of
what are commonly catled “wild cats.”
These members’ advised that the people
should exercise extreme eaution hafore
venturing their money into this field.
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" The Minister for Mines: Undeveloped
properties where in many instances they
bave not even a title.

Mr. ANGWIN: I want to say there
could be nothing brought about by any
person .on that field, or in any part of
the world, that would have a greater tend-
ency to attract those who speculated in
mnning, than the action of the Govern-
ment in bringing this Bill forward at such
an early stage. The Minister for Mines
stated that it was 'a mafter which
required due consideraiion and that it was
too early for the Government to start
buildiug a railway in that centre, and 1
think that Minister’s advice was sound,
and if the Cabinet could not agree to that
advice I think it is the duty of members
to take advice in that direction, and see
that the Bullfinch mine is properly de-
veloped before any expenditure of money
takes place in the direction proposed by
the Government. Hon. members have
stated that they are not going to vote
against the second reading, but if a divi-
sion is taken I am going to vote against
it becanse I believe it will have a great
lendency to do this country far more
harm than good. We cannot get away
from Lhe faet that Western Australia for
some considerable time has been suffering
owing o various mining proposals having
heen placed on the market, proposals
which really did not exist, and the same
thing is likely te apply here owing to the
action of the Government with regard to
the railway. The Premier referred to the
haste which was taken in connection with
the construction of the railway to Cool-
gardie. If 1 remember rightly, Cool-
pardie was diseovered somewhere about
September, 1892, and T find that the Bill
for the eonstruetion of the railway from
Sonthern Cross was read a first time in
the Assembly on the Tth November, 1394,
two years after. The same haste was not
exereised at that time as is the case now.

*I trust that hon. memhbers will realise
there is a possibility, if they agree to the
construction of this railway, of doing an
injury to the State. They should accept
the eounsel and the good advice offered
hy the Minister for Mines, and ask the
GGovernment to defer the construetion of
the line,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, Horan: May I be permitted to say
Just mow by way of explanation that
what the Minister for Mines bas told the
House with regard to his statement at
Southern Cross is quite true. Very soon
after this staternent was made I tele-
graphed to Perth and made a request for
the snpply of 50 tanks, and the telegram
I received in reply referred to the faet
that Cabinet had decided to build this
railway,

My, Collier: What has that to do with
the remarks made by the Minister for
Mines at Southern Cross?

Mr. KEENAN (Kalgoorlie}: If I re-
corded a vote on this Bill withont raising
any objection to the very inadequate in-
vesligations made as to the merits of the
different mines, I feel I should be bandi-
capped in opposing any other Bill in
like cireumstances. Personally I believe
there is a possibility of a great mining
field at Buollfinek; but we have nothing
before the House in any conecrete form
to show that possibility. There is no re-
cord to show that anything more has

taken plaee than the discovery of a
single mine on a .single lease, All
the rest is purely speenlative. And

we munst bear in mind that the present
position in regard to the Bullfineh stocks
is a purely artificial one, that there has
been on the part of the newspapers of
the State an almost hysterical attitnde
in regard to these stocks. And having a
persona!l acquaintanee with a number of
practical mining men of repute I have
no hesitation in saying that many of the
reporis in the Press upon which people
will be indueed to invest are reporis te
which no weight at all should be at-
tached. Nevertheless, being placed in a
most difficult position by the aection, of
the Government, T find T have to deter-
mine whether I shall vote for the Bill
or against it. I eannot reeoncile myself
to voting against ihe Bill merely beeause
it has been prematnrely introduced. It
is merely a matter of voting on what
we hope exists. I hope we are to have a
great goldfield at Bullfineh and, further
iban that, I believe we shall have it; but
there is nothing before the House to
show the possibilities. If we were to
o upun the speech made hy the Minister
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‘in  introducing the measure the Bill
would be summarily rejected; because in
all my experience I have never heard
weaker reasons for ihe passing of any
measure, indeed they were guite ridieu-
lous to anyone with poldfields experi-
ence. For instance, we were told that
the railway was to be a substitute for a
macadamised road. Such a road does
not oxist in any part of the goldfields,
except at Kalgoorlie and Boulder. And
I call to mind the fact that the mines in
Boulder and Kalpgoorlie had beeoma
greal producers before a single yard of
macadamised road was construeted or
before the railway was pat through.
However, one has to cast his vote on the
strength of that which he hopes and is
inclined 1o believe exists. Upon that rea-
son, lowever inadequate it is, I have oun
this oceasion to undertake the duty of
recording my vote. I do so with a great
deal of reluctanece. I would have muech
preferred that hefore the Bill was
brought down the Mines Department had
sent responsible officers to the field and
procured aceurate information to guide
the House. I feel sure the information
so produced would have warranted the
construgtion of the line—at least T feel
sure in the sense that one ecannot
get away from the belief that it would
have warranied the line. But we are
asked te aet without the information we
require. I can only regret the Minister
for Mines did not see that it was his duty
to produce that information.

Mr. HARPER (Beverley): I intend
to support the Bill, for T have just as
much Eaith in the goldfields as hon. mem-
bers opposite, I have put my money in-
to the goldfields and have a pretty large
large interest in some of them.

Mr. Holman: Se you ought to have.

Mr. HARPER: I have a large interest
in the hon. member’s disiriet, for T put
£10,000 into the Koh-i-noor South and
I have let it on tribute. The tributers, I
am pleased to say, are getting on very
well,

Mr. Scaddan: You must be living on
the intevest.

AMr. HARPER: T am getting 53 per
cent. royalty on that tribute and I have
lef il for six months. What I want fo

point out is that we have not had the
trouble there which I bhave heard men-
tioned from hon. members on that (Op-
position) side of the House. However, 1
support the Bill because without the’
railway it will he necessary to make a
road through what is really a bad coun-
try for road making. There is a great
deal of lake country and flat salmon gum
stretches, and it certainly wounld be a
very bad road proposition. The railway
will obviate all that, and the Govern-
raent will have the advantage of carrvy-
ing the machinery necessary for the
mining operations. The firsi equipment
of a mine entails muech more freight
than is subsequently provided. With vre-
gard to the Sandstone railway, the Gov-
ernment constroeted that line after the
machinery had been erected. If the rail-
way had been constructed hefore the
erection of the mining machinery we
would have derived a great deal of rev-
enue from its carriage. This Bullfinch
railway is only a short line of 20 miles
and we have, half way along the distance,
the Corinthian leases. From information
received T have no doubt the Corinthian
leases will require a large plant and
will employ a large number of men for
a considerable fime to come; and that,
it must be remembered, is of more im-
portance to the railway, and, in point of
view of employment, to the State than
the Bullfinch itself. I would not sup-
port the railway to Bullfinch were it not
that we have these two mines half way
which I am quite confident will employ a
large nnmber of people.

Mr. Scaddan: Will they be there in
six years’ time,

Mr. HARPER: T hope so, and indeed
T hope they will be there for many more
years. I am glad, indeed, this Bullfinch
discovery has been made, and I think
everyone both in and ont of the House
ounght to be very grateful to the pros-
pectors of that show. A great deal has
been said abont a member of the Gov-
ernment having a large interest in it.
As a matter of faet it is but a very small
interest. They formed a company called
the Gold Industry of “Western Australia,
Mr. Shalleross sold out for a small sum
on behalf of thai syndieate and after.
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wards repurchased a one-sixteenth share
for £10,000 and subsequently another one-
sixteenth.

Mr. Angwin: How many shares?

Mr. HARPER: Not many, seeing
that it was only an eighth in all.  The
rallway I think is warranted. I admit it
has been pushed on perbaps a little faster
than most railways,

Mr. Holman: A little faster?

Mr. HARPER: Well, a great deal
faster. The hen. member said the other
night that he bad supporied the Norse-
man railway. Well, I say it will be a sad
thing for Western Australia if this rail-
way does not pay better than the Norse-
man line, The Norseman railway has a
lengih of 116 miles, and the population
there is only 1.200.

Mr. Angwin: It is paying.

Mr. HARPER: No, it is showing a loss.
The revenne during the last six months
was £7,000, while the upkeep and main-
tenance amounted to £5,200, leaving only
£1 800 to pay interest on £196,000, and,
therefore, showing a loss of about £4,000
a year withont providing anything for
sinking fund or depreciation. These
figures are absolutely correct, and the
papers are on the Table to-day if hon.
members wish to verify them. That is a
very high price to pay for so small a
population.

Mr. Holman: The Dundas field bas re-
turned £60,000 more than the whole of
Yilgarn.

Mr. HARPER: It does not matter
mueh how much it has returned; that is
the population, and these are the returns
from the railway, and I do not think any
other Government in Australia would have
buill that Norseman line, The same thing
applies to the Sandstone and the Pilbara
railways. I will not say these railways are
not wanted, but there are other parts of
Western Australia more deserving of rail-
ways and in whieh railways would have
paid better. The Sandstone railway has
been fortunate in the discovery of Yeu-
anme, Without this that line would have
been just as big a failure as the Norse-
man railway.

Mr. Troy: I remember you got enly
two votes at Sandstone,

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. HARPER: 1t has just been
brought under my notice by the Minister
for Mines that the loss on the Norseman
tine for last year was £1,913 after paying
interest. But that does not make allow-
ance for the firewood. Of that revenue
£3,500 was derived from the carriage of
fuel. The Norseman railway does not
present half as good a case as this rail-
way under consideration to-night. I have
heard a good deal with regard to speeu-
lation from hon. members on the Oppo-
sition side of the House and a great deal
about boodlers. It seems to me that if
anyone puts his money into a mine he is
a boodler and eannot run straight, but
must take somebody down. In my opinion
the question of mining speculation ought
to be left to those who sell. If people
want to get in let them do so. I think
sufficient hints were thrown out fo the
public by the member for Yilgarn and
by the Minister for Mines. If the state-
ments made by these gentlemen are not
regarded with any respect, well, I say,
let the public have a go at it, because
nothing will stop them., It is not alto-
gether an unmixed biessing, this gambling
element in mining, beeause even the pros-
peetor is a speculator.

Mr. O'Loghlen: So is the wheat grower.

Mr. HARPER: But not in the same
sense. A man embarks in mining to make
a big haul or to go down. For that rea-
son it must always be regarded as specn-
lative, and I do not think any Govern-
ment can direct the people as to how they
shall speeulate or invest their money. I
remember that very long ago when I was
managing a mine at Southern Cross,
it was regarded as the wildest scheme
imaginable, especially by the Bullelin
and other papers in the East.

Mr, Seaddan: Did you not mansge the
Golden Pole as well?

Mr. HARPER: I did manage four
mings in Western Anustralia.

Mr. Scaddan: Are they still in exist-
ence?

Mr. HARPER: They have gone the
way of others. I think the Fraser's
mine is in existence; in faet, they are all
in exiztence, but in a very poor way.
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However, that is what will happen to any
mine in the world. Everyone knows that

mining is only a very temporary indus- -

try at any time. It did not want any very
great expert to forecast what was going
to happen to most of the mines in West-
ern Australia away from the Kalgoorlie
belt.

Mr. Horan: You made a forecast your-
self lately.

Mr. HARPER: I made a forecast 12
or 13 years ago, and my opinion has not
been altered with regard to the goldfields
of Western Australia. What I said a few
months ago was more than anything with
the object of letting labour members know
that they should be reasonable in their
demands for the reason that the industry
could only afford to pay certain rates,
and could enly comply with certain eondi-
tions.

Member: Do you think that the wages
should be reduced?

Mr. HARPER: It is not so much that
the mining people at Kalgoorlie would
take exception to the wages, as it is that
miners in other parts would follow the
example, and everyone knows that that
would not he fair to the poorer mines.
Members on the Opposition side can
langh, because they do not know any more
about the matter than, probably, the
papers before them. Mines ean only
afford to pay a certain amount, and if
you impose resirictive conditions, which
the industry is not capable of bearing,
vou will certainly reduce employment.

Mr. Holman: It would be very harsh on
a 12-ounce proposition.

Mr. HARPER: I am not speaking of
exeeptions; I am speaking of mines like
the Corinthian, the Corinthian North,
Frasers, and some mines to the south.
When I went to Southern Cross in 1892,
and we had to carl material from York,
the surface men were getting 8s. 4d. and
miners 9s. 6d., and I paid 10s. at Frasers,
but to-day they are geiting 1ls.

Mr. Holman: If they worked for noth-
ing they could not make the Golden Pole
pay, eould they?

Mr. HARPER: They worked for 12s.
6d. I do not suppose the Golden Pole
will pay now. I am speaking in this way

becatisesI think jt is just as much in the
int‘é?es&Morking population, more
particularly on the goldfields, thdt they
should be reasonable in their demands, so
that they can keep the industry: geing
and pot close it down. If people have to
leave Kalgoorlie they will have to find
employment somewhere else,

Mr. Holmau: Can you point to one in-
stance where "an increase of wages has
closed a mine down?

My, HARPER: Everyone knows the
higher the wages you pay the fewer the
men yoa e¢an employ; 2s. per day will
probably make the difference between a
mine paying and not paying.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If a mine would no!
otherwise pay would yon reduce wages?

Mr. HARPER: It is not so much the
wages as the other conditions. The con-
ditions are so vastly different to what they
were 12 or 15 years ago. Nowadays you
have to keep a solicitor on the mine in
order to ¢onform to the Mines Regulation
Act, and also you have to keep a large
clevieal staff. These conditions work very
hard on a small mine, and they should
be taken into consideration by members on
the Opposition side as much as by mem-
bers on this side, in order to keep the
industry going. There should be .a great
deal done fo reduce the cost of living, but
no one seems to take that into aceount,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Give us your scheme.

Mr. HARPER: There could he co-
operative parties if they liked to take an
interest to get cheap meat and cheap
bread. Then everybody knows that shil-
ling drinks on the goldfields are an exor-
bitant cost.

Mr. SPEAEKER: I wish to call the at-
tention of the hon, member to the fact
that the question before the House is the
seeond reading of the Bullfineh railway.

Mr. HARPER.: I believe this railway
will be a snccess, and I intend to support
the Bill.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford): I do not
desire to take up much time, but, on the
other hand, I do not desire to give a silent
vote on this gunestion. I agree with the
hon. members who have stated that there
is not sufficient data given to the House to
justify the construetion of this railway.
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‘When the Minister was introdueing bhe
Bill he told us that Mr. Muir had visited
the district, and as a result of that visit
Mr. Muir had submitted a certain report.
But I want to point out that Mr, Muir’s
report is of no value in regard to the
possibility of this line becoming a pay-
able proposition. Mr. Muir, it is true, is
eapable of giving an estimate of the cost
of the line, but outside of that his report
has no value whatever, and that is shown
by the nature of that report, when that
gentleman went into details in attempting
to emphasise the advisability of the con-
struclion. What I would like to have,
and what the country is justified in asking
for, is a report from the Government Geo-
logist, or the State Mining Engineer. I
want the Minister to explain how it is
that neither of these competent offieers,
gentlemen who are capable of giving a
report as to the possibility of this parti-
cular feld, has visited the locality and
given the House the advantage of his
knowledge.

The Minister for Mines: You should
read the paper; if you did yon would have
seen the report.

Mr. JOENSON: I am not supposed to
read the papers. I am supposed to have
expert information placed before me in
support of the Bill in this House.

The Minister for Mines: The State Min-
ing Engineer is still in London.

Mr. JOHINSON: I am more concerned
abont the geologist than I am about the
State Mining Engineer, and I would place
more reliance on a report by Mr. Gibb-
Maitland than on any by the State Min-
ing Engineer.

Mr. Angwin: The Government Geolo-
gist was there when the Minster visited
the field and stated that the railway would
have to wait.

Mr. JOHNSON: Possibly that was the
cause of the Minster’s eantious remarks
when speaking in regard to railway com-
munication. The Minister, on that occa-
sion, said what was absolutely ecorreet,
that the first essential in a discovery of
this deseription is water, and I commend
the Minister for his prompt action in that
direetion. T also commend him for his

remarkr when he said that he wanted to.

see more development done before the
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Government could think of giving rail-
way communication. The grievance I
have is, that without further development,
or pgreater information from those
whose evidence we should take as reliable,
the Minister has changed his view and is
recommending to this Chamber the eon-
struetion of that railway. What evidence
have we got as to the possibilities of this
field? It is true that most of the auth-
orities who have visited the field have
stated that the Bullfinch mine has great
posmblhtles, but, after all, the main
evidence is from Mr. Doolette, who
is largely interested in this mine.
And I want {fo pay a tribute
to Mr. Doolette’s husiness ecapacity.
He is no doubt working this pro-
position on very sound lines; he com-
menced well, and he has been going well
ever since. There is no doubt that My
Doolette was wise in buying a namber of
blocks on the townsite and paying the
money he did for them. It was equally
wise on Mr. Doolette’s part to entertain
Ministers and members of Parliament,
and at that funetion to boom his proposi-
titon. It is his business, and I commend
him for earrying it out. From a finan-
cial point of view he wants {0 keep this
excitement going until he ean unload his
shares. The Government’s duty, I main-
tain, is not to be carried away by public
excitement, but when they find the public
excited, as they undoubtedly are by this
BuIlﬁnch find, it is for them to steady
the public up, instead of being carried
away and proposmg to construct this line,
when there is no need for it at all, The
very headlines in the papers show that the
public mind is exeited. It is referred to
in every paper as “The Bullfinch boom ;”
it is a boom, and it is being boomed by
those most]v interested in the coneern,
principally Mr. Doolette. We want to
ask onrselves, apart allogether from the
fact that e have got no data from our
responsible officers, as to the possibility’
of the field in the first place. The Minis-
ter, in introducing the Bill, did not oive
us sofficient evidence to justify fhe eon-
struction of this line, It has been said
that he gave no information. He cer-
tainly did not go into very great details
becanse, evidenily. lie had not the detailz
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with bim. The information that we have
got has evidently been supplied by Mr.
Dooleite and by those others interested
in the concern. But apart from that fact
we are justified in arguing—is there any
need for haste in the eonstruction of this
railway; will it injure the field in any
shape or form if we do not build the rail-
way for the next six or 12 months? It
will not make the slightest difference to
the field. After all, it is only a matier
of 20 miles from the existing railway;
and when we consider the number of
farmers in the conntry who are earting
their wheat and produce distances farther
than that and showing a profit, surely to
goodness a proposition such as the Bull-
finch can go on a little longer and develop
a little further to demonstrate its staying
powers before we go info an expense of
this deseription? It has been referred to
by several members that there have been
other mines in Western Australia that
have started out equally as well as, if not
better than the Bullfingh, I remember on
the goldfields in ¢he early days seeing
sackloads of speeimens coming in far bet-
ter than are being produced at the Bull-
finch. and those mines from which the
specimens were broughi, mines that were
boomed as jewellers’ shops and as being
mountains of gold, are non-existent to-
day. They were only pockets, only sur-
fave shows, and on being developed at a
depth proved that there was nothing be-
vond posstbly the 100ft. level. Conse-
quently, having experience of this de-
seription, I think the very fact places
responsibility especially on the shoulders
of Ministers to go rather ecautiously,
particalarly when it must be recognised
that if we do not constrnet this railway
for 12 months it will not make the slight-
est difference to the field.

Mr. Horan: You will lose all the re-
venue in the meantime.

Mr. JOHNSON : All the revenue that
we will get for the next 12 months for
20 miles of railway will not pay for axle
erease. Naturally the hon. member is in-
terested and desirous to see the railway
eonctrneted, but we must not be earried
away by the hon. member’s enthusiasm.
We must take a business view of the con-
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cern. It has heen admitted, even by mem-
bers on the Government side who are sup-
porting the Bill, that it is a gamble, a
speculation, a risk, but that it is a good
business risk. How do we know it is a
zood business risk? There.is no evidence
that it is a good business risk, and we are
not supposed to take a good business risk

" until we can see that we are going to do

some good either directly or indirectly.
At the present time we find we have net
that guarantee. As to the mines that -
have been floated and the money that is-
available for working expenses, the rail-
way will not emcourage the expenditure
of these funds any faster, because, after
all, the funds will go in developing the
proposifion long before machinery is re-
quired. The machinery wanted at the in-
itial stages of developing a mine runs into
a few tons, and the eartage of a few tons
of machinery over 20 miles of railway is
a very small mabler indeed. I maintain,
therefore, we have not sufficient informa-
tion even as to the soundness of the Bull-
fineh proposition. It is a hoom at pre-
sent. T am prepared to admit, on the
evidence of several members highly quali-
fied to express an opinion, the proposition
seems to be a sound one; but apart from
that, we should thave a definite inquiry
made by the Government Geologist, and
a definite report submitted to Parliament
on this railway before we incur any ex-
penditure. Hon. members know that if
they make an application for a State
battery in any given district the Govern-
ment will not undertake the expenditure
for the construetion of that battery unless
a detailed examination of all the proper-
ties in the distriet is made, and unless the
State Mining Engineer or the Government
Geologist, or some other qualified person,
makes an inquiry into the valne of the
different shows. Yet in this concern, a
aratter that will cost over £40,000, we are
supposed to rush into it without the
slightest investigation being made. For
that reason I fee! the Bill should not be
perservered with at the present junecture,
but rather that the mines should be given
a longer time for development to show
that they do improve as they go down
and that there is soree guarantee of their
permanency. Just now we have not that
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guarantee, aud conseynently I maintain
that we are not justified in passing the
railway now.  Therefore I propose, if
iliere is a division on the proposition, te
vote against it, because 1 lhave not had
sufficient information o justify me in
voting for it. .

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): In a very
few words I desire to say that I think the
Heouse might well pass the second reading
of this Bill, and for that matter as soon
as possible bring it inte law. I agree

“that the Government ought to assist by

every means in their power the opening
up of new goldfields as well as new agri-
-enltural distriets; for, after all, we have
to recognise that the mineral resources of
Western Australia were really the first
advertisement given to the Slate and that
they opened up the possibilities of the ag-
ricultural industry; and now that the
agricultoral industry is being placed on
a satisfactory footing, I think it is duoe
.to the mineral industry that we shonld
pay some further attention to the mineral
resources. | have not visited the Bullfinch
distriet and am not in the position to state
what may be ils possibilities. Fwven if I
had visited tthe distriet I do not thiok I
world be capable of expressing an
opinion, T think it would require a geo-
logist tu be able to express an opinion
that would earry any weight.

The Minister for Mines: Without a
long examination you could not state the
valoe.

Mr. SCADDAN: It appears to me,
lrowever, there is sufficient warrant for
the construction of the line in order to
carry the necessary produce to that field
and in order to permit of the establish-
ment of a proper township there at the
earliest opportunity. Unfortunately in
many mining towns, owing to the lack of
railway facilities, the provisions in those
towns are of such a nature, as tinned dog
and other elasses of tinned food, that the
supply is not the best for the community,
and I maintain that 1n order to get
proper Pprovisions to Bullfineh the Gov-
ernment chould econstruet a railway.
After all, the question as to whether other
towns have asked repeatedly for raillway
communicalion and warranted it, should

P ASSEMBLY.]

not have a bearing on the faet that this
railway is warranted and should be con-
structed. No donbt it is 2 serious indiet-
ment against {he Government of the day
that a line has not been eonstimeted to
Lawlers. The question of route could
have heen settled long ago if the Gov-
ernment were really desirous of building
that lire. I am wot iu the position to
say whether it should start from
Sandstone or Leonora, but surely the Gov-
ernment cowld long ago have decided
whether a line should be constructed to
that distriet in order to assist the opening
np of the mines there. The properties
are of a lasting charneter, but they
really need the assistance of a matlway.
The people there have a iremendous dis-
tance to carry produce; they have not
the mining timber 1hat there is available
at Bullfinch: and in other directions they
have not the same faecilities as Bullfinch
has; but at the same time Ubat does not
wartrant one in opposing the consirnetion
of a hne to Bullfinch at the earliest op-
portunity, Another maiter that causes
members to ask for funther information
is that when certain people, representative
of London eapital, get control of any of
our mines—I might mention the Bull-
finch and the Ravensthorpe field— Minis-
ters are only too anxious to put through
Parliament a railway line to eounect their
mines with the railway system or with the
coast, while many local men who own
mines, who are struggling and who have
put their all into their mines, have been
knocking at the door of Cabinet asking
for railway facilities and gefting no an-
swer, But immediately a Doolette or a
Kanfmann eomes along, representing
London captital, the Government are wil-
ling to meet him at the Palace Hotel and
give him what he wants. As a matter of
faet, these people did rot even ask for
a railway; they merely gave a dinner,
and that was taken as a request for o
railway. One must commend Mr. Doo-
letle for the manner in which he went
ahout the business. T do. But I regret
that the Ministry of the day, representing
as they do a State of this description,
should have lent themselves to what took
place at the Palace Hotel on Monday
night.
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Mr. Horan:
dinner.

Mr. SCADDAN: 1 may have dune so.

The Minister for Works: YWere you
not ihere?d ’

Mr. SCADDAN: I was not. I re-
ceived an invitation io attend and I
promptly tere it up and put it in the
waste-paper basket. I probably lost an
opporiunily  of scratching someove’s
hack. which I contend was not warranted
tfrom Ministers of the Crown. Let Mr.
Dovletie be what he may, Probably he
has heen of some assistance to the State
from the standpeint of assisting pros-
pectors, but there are numbers of others
who have done the same and not with
the same suceess us Mr. Doolette. I am
doubiful it the Minister for Mines, or
any other Minister, would take dinner
with somme of these prospectors at the
Albambra; yet Ministers go to the Palace
Hoiel and sevatch Mre, Doolette’s back
because ke happens to be suceessful.
The wmember for Yilgarn could bhave
brought down men who had been pros-
pecting in the Yilgarn distriet ever since
it has been a goldfield, bat I gnarantee
thaf the Minister wonld not take lunch
with them at (he Alhambra, Yet when
Mr. Doolette appears they make him a
hero. I do not know that he did very
muel prospecting. 1 think he found a
litile bit of ihe mouey.

The Minister forr Mines: He was on
the fields hefore you.

Mr. SCADDAN: T am not in the
know like the Minister for Mines.

The Minister for Mines: I met him on
the 90-mile in ninety-four.

Mr, SCADDAN: If this vailway was
constructed from revenne the expendi-
ture would not be very great if the
Government used the money derived
from the sale of the iand at Bullfineh;
the district would then be paying for
the line, and we could not very well
complain; but if the line is to be con-
structed from loan funds, as it will be,
I believe, and is to be a continuous
clharge on the State, I eertainly sirongly
objeet. There can be no reason why the
result of the land sales, which certainly

You missed a very good
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would not have gone into revenue this
year had the field not been discovered,
and had it not been for the boom—there
is no reason why the money derived in
this way should not be nsed for building
the railway: and then if Bullfineh did
not prove a success, there would be no loss
on the country through building the rail-
way. I believe that every mewmber of
the Opposition who has voteed his
opinien in opposition to the railway has
done so in the protection of the tax-
payers in {he future. The Mines De-
partment are not certain that the gold-
fleld is going to be a suecess for a num-
ber of vears. There is just the possibil-
ity it will be another Wealth of Nations
or a Londonderry. Those mines were
just as phenomenally rich as the Bull-
fineh is to-day.

The Minister for Mines : Noj they
were merely poekets, This has been
proved in three shafts and to a depth
of 100 feet.

Mr. SCADDAXN: That may be so, but
I could peint to roines on the CGiolden
Mile proved for handreds of feet in
deptl and in length, until it was found
that the persons who had discovered
them had followed chutes all the way.
There is just a possibility of such a
thing occurring orr the Bullfinech. T am
endeavouring to show that in order to
protect the tavpayers the Government
should use the money they have derived
from the sale cf the land. and the money .
ohtained from the leases, for the pur-
pose of paving for the constrnetion of
this railway. If the Reld proves a fail-
ure then the taxpayers will not be con-
tinually burdened through (he want of
foresight on the part of the Govern-
ment and Parliameni. Under such eir-
cumstances I contend there is a way out
of the difficnity. Members on this side
of the House would then raise no for-
ther objection 1iuv Lle passing of the
Bill and the construcfion of the railway
at the earliest possible moment. In any
ease 1 propose fo support the seeond
reading of the Bill

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
veply):  Although ihere has been some
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.critiéism ‘on my introduetion of this Bill,
-1 desire to point oul that conclusive evi-
.dente has been -afforded, that the infor-
mation reguigite, tv enable hon. members
“to form a favonvable opinion of the mea-
sute has been supplied. Hon. members
who spoke in criticism of my introduetion
of this Bill without giving any informa-
“tion themselves, wound up by saying that
they intended to support the second read-
ing.

Mr. Holman: What about the member
for West Perth?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With
one exception; the hon. member for West
Perth did not eriticise my speech, but
the hon. member for Boulder was one of
the stordiest crities of the introduetion
of the Bill. Apparently all the informa-
tion required was supplied on the second
reading.

Mr. Collier: T possessed it before you
spuke.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member only possessed what other
hon. members likewise possessed. If he
-did not it was his duty to the publie, and
to the House, to give the other hon. mem-
bers the informakion in his possession.
Ministers have a duty to perform to the
House and to the country, and so bave
members who c¢hanee not to be Ministers
equally a duty to perform to the Honse
and the country, tu place the members
of the House and the people of the State
in possession of all the knowledge they
may have, and if T have failed in my
duty in this respeet, if T have neglected
to supply information which was neces-
sary to enable hon. members to form an
intelligent opinion, and the hon. mem-
ber possessed that information. it was
his bounden duty to supply the deficiency
to enable other hon. members equally
with him to give an intelligent vote.

Mr. Collier: I am taking the risk in
spite of vour lack of information,

Mr. Hudson: How does your argument
with rexard to supplying information ap-
ply in eonnection with the Redistribution
of Seats Bill?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hon.
members are starting the same tackics
thnt thev adopied when I vose {0 move
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the second reading of the Bill. "As soon
as a member on the Treasury bench at-
tempis to bring up a matter of great
public importance, certain hon. members
deliberately lay themselves out 1o ask
irrelevant questions aeross the floor t)
prevent the Minister fulilling his duty.
That has heen the attitude adopted for
some time past. Just now several hon.
members asked me several different ques-
tions, all entirvely foreizn to the subject
under diseussion. 1 contend this is not
fair Parliamentary praetice. It 15 abso-
lutely unfair, not to the Ministers alone,
but unfair to the House, that Ministers
should be prevented from placing a mat-
ter like this clearly and properly before
the House. I do not intend, as hon. mem-
bers have been so generally satisfied
with the justification for this Bill, to
take up the time of the House in re-
peating the arguments that have already
heen adduaced. I want, however, to re-
ply ta an interjection fram the member
for Forrest with regard to the wages
paid in the Public Works Department in
conuection  with railway construction.
When 1 said that the estimate of £40,000
for this railway would allow for the
difficulties in obtaining labour, the hon.
member said “You do not pay enough;
they pay 9. in South Australia. and
only 8s, here.'' T intend to take no notice
of the faet that in the Federal House re-
cenily a Minister pointed out thal some
adults were not worth 8s, but 1 want
to correct the hon. member for Forrest
wheni he states that 8s. unly is paid here.
I was oander the impression he was
wrong at the time he spoke. but lncking
information I refrained from making any
assertion. The information T Lave is that
on the Donnybrook-Boyup railway the
Jabourers at the ountset were paid from
8s. 6d. to 9s., a few only were receiving
8s. 6d., and towards the end of the job
all were zetting 9s, On the other rail-
way works which have been carried on
for some time past all the emplovees
have rcceived higher than 9s.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Pinjarra-Marrininp 1

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ae-
cording to the figures T have the wazes
being paid to labourers there are 10s. a
dayv.
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My, O'Loghlen: Eight shillings a day
until they ceased work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon, member will give me what in-
formation he has I will be very happy to
cotopare figures with him, and to find
out why the tigures fornished me are in-
correet,

Mr. Holman: Who urged the increases
on the other lines?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know; I did not ask for that infer-
malion, I simply asked for information
with regard to the wages paid, The in-
formation I lLave is at the disposal of
the member for Forrest. I am nof going
to read it to the House, but if any of it
is wrong I shall be very happy to go

into the matter with the hon., member-

and correct the statement I have made.

My, Holman: You do not expect fo
get men at Southern Cross for 9s.%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: While
I am in charge of the Public Works De-
partment, I shall be as anxious as any
hon. member in this House to see that
fair wages are paid for all work done in
that partiecular department,

Myr. Holman: Will you give the same
as was paid on the Sandstone line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T can-
not of eourse go into details, but I want
to say that I do not think any fair charge
ean be established acainst the Publie
Works Department with regard 1o wages
paid.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I know that over 30
men left for South Anstralia within four
months because they could not get fair
wages.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let
the hon. member ¢ome and diseuss the
matter with me in my office, and then
there will be no need for him to diseuss
it in this House. I will, however, welcome
a disenssion in the House afterwards if
he finds it necessary. I am very pleased
that hon, members in this House so gen-
erally recognise that if we object to pri-
vate enterprise undertaking the construe-
tion of railways, the Government ought
to be allowed to show a certain amount
of enterprise. Complaint has been made
repeatedly that other goldfields have not
received railway communication as early
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as ought to have been the case. I con-
tend that if the Black Range railway
was justified it would have been better
for the State to have constructed it
three or four years earlier. If we ara-
going te have goldfields railways con-
strueted it is better that they should be
constructed at such a time that we-
wight get the early as well as the late
traffic. It is better that puoblic enter-
prise shonld prevent private enterprise
getting in with regard to the profitable.
carvying that always takes place when.
goldfields are first opened up.

Mr. Holman: Do you not think it is.
time that vou made a start with Wiluna ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
shall be giad when the opportunity offers:
to tell the hon. member what T think
about Wiluna.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

(Clause 2—Authority to construct:

Mr., ANGWIN: With regard to the
construction ot this line it was understood
that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to construct a very light railway.
Would the Minster give some information
with respect to this aspeet of the ques-
tion? After the warning given by the
Minister for Mines, it would be a mistake-
to go to any great expense with regard
to this railway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was intended at the outset to build the
railway of the lightest possible character.
There would be a certain amount of
grading necessary. That could not be
avoided. There would be ramps and sid-
ings provided, but it ‘was not intended
to ballast the line, Tt was intended to-
construet it practically on the lines on
whieh ordinary firewood lines were boilf.
The estimate was a very liberal one, and
it was likely that the cost wounld be, at all
events not more than the estimate sub-
mitted to the House. Later on, when-
the field had become thoroughly well estab-
lished, when its permanency was satisfac-
torily demonstrated. it would be possible
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1o standardise the line, hut at the outset
1he cheaper class of line wonld have to
siffice.

Mr. COLLIER: From what could be
‘trathered of the nature of the conntry over
which the railway would pass, he under-
stood that a portion of it was very low-
Tving, and woald be noder water in winter.

My, Horan: No it would not.

Mr. COLLIER: The Committee had
heen told the roads would eut up very
badly and would be impassable in winter.
From that he had gathered that the coun-
try was low-lying and very boggy, if not
actually under water in winter time. In
his opinion it would be false economy
to negleet to ballast the railway from the
outset.  Tf the country were wet and
boggy one winter’s traffic over the line
would so eripple the rails that they would
he uiterly useless afterwards, while it
would be then too late to think of bal-
lasting the line. Whatever was done he
Loped that before the winter rains came,
if the Geovernment' decided that the field
was going io bLe permanent, they would
see the wisdom of ballasting the railway,
especially baving regard to the faet that
Dballast in that country would not be
nearly s¢ expensive as in the agrienltural
centres,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-
tain provision was made for packing where
necessary, and ballasting would be earried
on wherever required in order to secure
the permanent way. There was no oeca-
sion to fear that safezuard would be neg-
lected.

Mr. JOHNSOXN: Tt was to be borne in
mind that although the Public Works De-
partoent might econsider that sufficient
precautions had been taken to render the
line suitahle for traffic, immediately it
was handed over to the Working Railways
Department it would be standardised.
Burely- then, the Public Works Depart-
ment shonld standardise the line in the
beginning and not leave it for the Work-
ing Railways to start reconstructing the
Jine as soon is it was handed over. That
condition of false economy applied to all
oar agrieultural railways. This laying
«of the proposed lien on the contour of the
conntey with little or no hallast, and no
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provision fPor culveris would be false
economy, especially in view of the faet
that the line would afterwards be stand-
ardised.

The Minister for Works:
provision for culverts.

Me. JOHNSON: Tt was undersiood
that no provision was made for culverts.

The Minister for Works: Merely as
little ax possible.

My, JOHNSON: T1f the department
were not taking culverts seriously they
were lovking for trouble in eonmection
with this railway. Members who knew
the distriet had declared that the line
would run throngh low-lying country and
acress lakes. If so, more than ordinary

There is

. vonstruetion would be required for the

line where it crossed those lakes, and pro-
vision would have to be made for enlverts
it the line was to be protected at all.
The Minister knew of an experiment made
with the construetion of the Nannine rail-
way, and he wonld remember the ex-
pense in regard to standardising that line
when it was handed over to the Working
Railways, 1f the Minister would give the
C'ommittee an assurance that he was going
to operate the line through the Public
Works Department, he (Mr. Johnson)
would have no further objection. He was
not prepared to endorse the attiinde ad-
opted by the Working Railways in respect
to the standardising of lines, for he be-
lieved that a number of our agrieultural
railways, for instance, should be operated
without being standardised. He had
many times advocated that if we could
not get the Working Railways to run cer-
tain lines withoul their being standard-
ised we should operate these particular
railways through the Public Works De-
partmenl. To first build the line as
cheaply as possible and then standardise
it at a later date was Lhe most costly
method eonceivable.

Mr. SCADDAN: Had the Minister
not said that he proposed fo construet
this line with even less carth formation
than was to he found on the light agri-
eultural railwaxs? [If so. how had the
estimate of the cost of the line been made
up? The estimate worked ont at about
€1,800 a mile. The member for Beverley
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Diad stated that the line would run through
flat eountry and neross lakes. If that
was the case it was very evident the line
would require a great deal of earth works.
The Government ought to see that the
work was properly constructed. He did
not agree with the method of construeting
the railway by merely laying it on the sur-
Tace, for it involved great cost at a later
date to puot it into proper order. While
it would be necessary to standardise this
line it onght to be made as substantial
:as the best of the agrieultural lines.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There
was no oceasion to fear the railway wonld
not be eonstrneted in such a fashion as
to make it perfectly safe. He had the
fullest coniidence in the econstruetion
branch of the Public Works Department,
and in the knowledgze and ability of the
officers to decide exactly the necessity of
the case so far as this or any other rail-
way was concerned.

Mr. Holman: What weight are ihe
1ails to be?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
rails wonld be 451bs.

Mr. Scaddan: What was your experi-
ence with the Pilbara line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
<conneelion with that line it had been
found necessary in eonsequence of eer-
‘tain washaways to materially alter the
eontour, and lo put in a lot more work
than was originally intended. But there
was no eomparison {0 he made between
the two lines apd the rainfalls of the
Tespective distriets.

Mr. Scaddan: The raing in the Pil-
bara distriet were not phenomenal for
that vegion, and the engineer shounld
have provided against ithem.

Mr. Colliev: Has a permanent survey
wf this line heen wmade?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1t
was now proceeding.

Mr. Collier: Can you iell us the steep-
est grade and 1he shortest curve?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
nature of the country made it possible
to find an easy gzrade, in fact it would
not be necessary to Lave any grade
worth speaking of.

The
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Mr. Collier: How do you make up t1e
eost to nearly £2,000 a mile?

The MINISTER FORE WQORKS: The
details, if the hon, member desired them,
were—grading, £3,960; bridges and cul-
verts, eteetera, £330; permanent way,
ineluding fireizht ot rails and fastenings,
£15,010.

Mr. Keenan;
rails in that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Rails
and fasienings, with points and cross-
ings, cost £15.000; siation and buildings,
rails, eteetcrva. £2,000; triangle, £401;
connection at Southern Cross, £1,000;
contingenecies, 10 per cent.

Me. Seaddan: How do you arrive at
those lignres if you have no permanent
survey ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was not necessary to make a permanent
survey in ovder to get out an approxi-
mate estimate. The hon. member eould
accepl Lhe assurance ihat the estiraute
was likely to prove somewhat high. Jt
was perfectly safe to =ay that the work
would cost something less than the es-
timate.

Mr. KEENAN: Was this to be a sur-
face or low-level railway, or was it to
be banked up?®

The Minister for Works: The hon.
member ean ehoose his own name.

Mr. KEENAN: It was not only false
economy, hut waste of money fo build
those surfaece lines. If the XMinister,
since he had assumed office, had looked
np the details regarding other light rail-
ways he would have noticed what had
happened in regard to the Bolgart line.
That was a line built on soff seil in
low-lying country, and last year it had
disappeared into the mund and had had
to be absolutely dug out. The working
vailways had had to exeavate the line
and put in baliast. The country between
Scathern Cross and Bullfineh was also
of a light and friable nature, so mueh
s0 that the earts sank in it to the axzles.
Wlhat the Committee desired to know
was whether the Government were goiung
to vepeat the mistake which had been
made in the past. It was a well known

What is the eosl of the
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fael outside the House that the Works
Department got through their railway
construction at a low eost, on which they
prided themselves, and left the Working
Railways to meat the extra cost of put-
ting the lines in proper order. The
Commiltee were entitled to an assurance
thai that blunder wounld not be repeated
in the Bullfinel case. Thev did not want
the line built in snch a way that when it
wa~ banded over to the working rail-
ways it would have to be lifted and
built np. Did the Minisier know the Bol-
garl railway? And, if so, did he not
think that if a surface line was built at
Sonthern {'ross the department would
have the same experience. It was a well
known faet {hat low level railways eounld
be built if you had a hard bed, either
a rock or a cement foundation; but if
the line was in friable country, when the
first storm of rain came along, down
would sink the rails. and a prospecting
party would have to be sent out to find
them. It was to be hoped that they
wounld not have a repetition of the ridi-
enlous blunders perpetrated by the de-
partinent in the past.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
bad auswered his own question. If a
railway was construeted over soft or rot-
ten ground a foundation must be put
in.

My, Keenan: Is that the case here?

The PREMIER: That was the case
in conneetion with the proposition before
the Committee. A foundation would be
put in the same as had been done on
the Pilbara line. In conneetion with that
work it had been first 1ntended to carry
the railway on the surface, with very
little formation, but it had been found
that in the North-West the rivers spread
ont wany miles during the rainy season.

Mr. Underwood: Not too many.

The PREMIER: The rivers spread a
good tuany miles; the eonsegnence had
been that the engineers bad had to recon-
struet their lines and put in a firm foun-
dation. So far as the Bullfineh railway
was concerned. there were no difficulties
of rhat de«cription,
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Mr. Keenau: Are we not told that it
is to be laid on the surface¥

The PREMIER: If the country was.
firm a surface railway could be built
without any packing at all.

My, Keenan: Through salt lakes!?

The PREMIER: There was only one
sall lake, and that extended for only a
short distance, over which, of eourse, a
foundation would have to be put in. The
Bolgart railway certainly had some bad
patches in whieh the rails had had to
be lifted and packed; bunt that was the
evpertence in all new railways; they
were packed temporvarily te start with,
and then when the lines seiiled the rails.
had to be lifted and packed again. So
far as he knew the Bullfinch disiriet
was not bud eountry over which to huild
a railway,

AL, Johnsen : Have you been up there?

The PREMIER: Wher mining there
many years azo he had been many times
to Golden Valley. Of course, if there
was a rise iu the eountry, which would
present a grade that could not be easily
negotiated, a entiing would have to be
made, and, similarly, if there were hol-

lows they must be banked, bat
that Dhad nothing 1o do with the
packing of a line, which depended
on the nature of the eonniry,

whether hard or soft, and which had to-
be done after the line settled. The Com-
mittee conld rest avsured that the En-
gineer-in-Chief would see that the mis-
takes of the past would be obviated as
far as possible, and that the Line would
be constrneted economically, consistent
with practieal efficiency. There was no
necessity for building an expensive line
until the field was further developed.
The lght agricaltvral railways which had
been built had proved quite good enongh
to carry the traffic. The member for
Guildford was eorrect in saying that the
Railway Department bad found fault
with some of the lighter railways. but
reference to the fizures would show that
the losses on the lines condemned by the
late Commissioner of Railways had not
been very great, and had amounted only
to a few pounds for lifting rails and
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packing them where the line had sub-
sided. )

- Mr: UNDERWOOD: The Premier had
not a very firm grip of that question, and
knew practically nothing about the Pil-
bara railway. In conneetion with that
work, the mistake which had heen made
had not been in running the railway over
the beds of the rivers, which did not ex-
tend for miles and miles, as the Minister
for Works would have the Committee be-
lieve; some of them were possibly half a
mile wide. The difienlty was in the ap-
proach to the rivers through the soft
alluvial soil. The engineers had found—
Jjust as an ordinary man not an engineer,
but an wordinary prospector or lawyer
would imagine—that after the heavy
rains fhe a.lluv;a.l becate quite porous,
and if any Welo-ht was put on the soil
it immediately sa.nl\ If the engineers
had known anything buat engineering
they would have expected that that would
oeeunr. They were right in saying that
they could get over the beds of the rivers,
but it was in the Jight alluvial approaches
that the mistake was made. The beds of
fhe rivers in the Pilbara districts were
perfectly solid, but where cuttings were
made in the alluvial banks, the rains
washed away the soil and made new
ohannels, and the rails sank. On level
alluvial ground, not alongside a river, as
soon as the soil was thoronghly saturated
with the rain the railway sank down to
bedrock. As a matter of faet, the engine
bogged; but it did not require a prospee-
tor to find it, because the funnel was
above ground. If the country around
Soutbern Cross and Bullfineh was any-
thing like the eountry in the Pilbara dis-
trict and other paris of the State over
which he had travelled, it svounld be one
of the greatest mistakes engineers could
make to lay the line simply on the sur-
face. Tt was necessary to bnild these
lines with some permanency. The South-
ern Cross country was lake country. His
experience of that eountry was that we
conld lose a train and not even have the
funnel showing.

Ar. HORAN: Tt was astonishing this
line was to cost so mnck as £46,000. The
railway would travel over eomparatively
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level couniry coversd with salmon gim,
morrell, and gimlet, with soil as good as
that in ‘the Dowerin and other distriets;
and the sleepers could be thrown down
just as they were on the Kurrawang lide.
Over that line three to fonr million tons
of firewood was carried -annually 'at' a
ecomparatively high rate of speed on half-
couverted sleepers and the track was a
very reliable one.

Mr. COLLIER: According to the de-
seription of the soil given by the hon.
member it would be a huge blunder to
build the railway without ballasting it.
Soil on the goldfields was altogether dif-
ferent from that in the agricultural dis-
tricts where railways were built without
baliasting. Tt was of a red, loose, friable
nature without the same standing charac-
teristics as the soil in the agricultural dis-
tricts; and after a heavy downfall of
rain there was great danger that 2 rail-
way simply laid on the soil would suffer
very severely. No goldfields railway in
the State was unballasted, though the
wood lines were laid on the surface, but
it was a different thing hauling firewood
at a moderate rate of speed—eertainly
not a eomparatively high rate, as men-
tioned by the member for Yilgarn. If #t
was proposed to construct the line on the
surface, how was it going to eost £2,000 a
mile, since most of the agricultural rail-
ways built in this way cost only £1,100
a mile, The Government were anxious {o
have the railway eonstructed in the short-
est possible space of time, and we could
safely assume that precantions would not
be taken to guard against the difficulties
pointed ount by the member for Kalyoorlie
as having taken place in regard to the
Bolgart railway. The department must
have already decided whether they would
follow the contour of the country and lay
the rails on the surface, or whether they
were going to have an easy gradient and
cut down the embankments and fill up the
low eountry.

Mr. HOLMAN: The railway ias
sprung on the House in a sudden mauner
with no informakion having been ob-
tained by the engineers as to the nature
of the cowntry., It was simply a slap-
dash style, saying it was going to cost
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so much. The Minister conld give no in-
formation.

The Premier: A survey has not been
wrade,

Mr. HOLMAN: Ac¢cording to the Pre-
niier, when a railway engineer comes to
a hollow he tills it up, and when he comes
to a hill Te cuts it down. That was all
the informalion members were given; we
knew nothing about the nature of the
cogntry. No railway was introduced in
Parliament withowt a survey first heing
made.

The Premier: The Kojonup Bill was
introdueed withont a survey being made,
and the Dumbleyung line was being sor-
veyed when the Bill was introduced.

Mr. HOLMAXN: And they were two
lovely lines.

The Premijer: Some of the cheapest
ever construeted.

Mr. HOLMAN: Cheapest and dirtiest.
The same reasons that brought forward
the introduection of those lines—political
reasons—spurred the Government on to
introdnee the Bullfinch line, As no infor-
mation could be given to the Commitiee
it would he wise to report progress and
allow the Minister some opportunity to
ger some information.

The Premier: We eannot get informa-
tion.

Mr. HOLMAN : The Minister could get
a sample of the soil, It was a serious
question spending £46,000 when, aceord-
ing to the member for Pilbara, there might
be a possibility of losing the railway. All
that members wanted to know was whe-
ther the nature of the country was similar
to that of other districts, One said it
was a lake country. and another that it
wars a salmon gnm and gimlet, and My,
Muir in his report said that if the dis-
triet could ouly get rain it would be good
agrienlturnl country, while, on the other
hand, the member for Kalggorlie said that
if the distriet wot rain we would lose the
line.  Whom were we lo believe?

The Premier: T do not think the mem-
ber fur Kalgoorlic has heen there.

Mr. Horan: He has never seen it.

Mr. HOLMAN: The very reason why
we shoald get the information the hon.
member nsked. The information asked
fm was little indeed. What members
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wanted to know was whether the line was
going to be built on the principle of the
Cue-Nannine railway, or whether the old
system which was in force until recent
vears was to be followed.

AMr. HARPER: There had been a lol
of useless disenssion in conneetion with
this measure, anil one might form the
opiniem that atl members were experts.
The matter could very well be left in the
hands of the engineers. Western Aus-
tralin had wot fared badly in the pasl
with  regard to railway construection.
Therefore it was useless for members to
waste any further time,

Mr, Holman: Was the hon. member in
order in saying {hat had been
wasted ?

The CHATRMAN : The remark was not
in order.

Mr. HARPER: The remark wouid be
withdrawn, but he would say it all the
same. The member for Kalgoorlie bad
facetiously referred to the possibility of
the rails sinking in the loamy ground if
there was no ballasting done. Tt might be
pointed out, however, that in some cases
it was easier to pack a railway after the
rails had been laid.

Mr., GILL: Like the member for
Beverley, he too was of opinion that there
had been a lot of useless disenssion on the
Bill, and the member for Beverley had
contribnted to it. This line, judging from
the estimate would not be on a very cheap
scale, but in any respect he was of opinion
that the railway would not cost nearly as
much as was estinated by the Minister.
Caution shonld be exercised with regard
to putting a certain amount of ballast
under the sleepers, hecause if the country
was as was deseribed by the member for
Yilgarn undonbtedly the rails would sink.
Such country became very dangerous in
the wet season, There had been a draw-
back in the past owing to the negleet of
the Public Works Department in con-
strueting culverts, and when wet seasons
had come along the rails had sunk con-
siderably, It was to be hoped that pro-
vision would be made in the flat conntry
for enlverts. otherwise serions damage
wounld ensue. and expense would be en-
tailed hy the Warking Railways after the

time
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live had been Landed over to them by the
Works Depariment.

Mr: ANGWIN: It wonld be unwise to
enter into any heavy exepnditure with re-
gard to the construetion of this railway.
It was realised that even the Ministry
had a certain amount of doubt econcerning
it, and he feared that they bad not given
it that consideration which was warranfed
from the advice which the Minister for
Mines gave when he visited the locality.
If heavy expenditure was inenrred, it
would be very bad for the State, espeeci-
ally if the country turned out differently
from what was expected.

Mr. JOHNSON moved an amendment—

That a proﬁso be added as follows:
“Provided that the cost of the construc-
tion of such railway shall be paid out
of such moneys as Parlivment shall ap-
propriate for the purpose owl of the
Consolidated Revenur Fund and nol
otherwige.”

It bad been admitted by members and
Ministers that the eonstruetion of this
railway was largely a speeulation. and
that there was no absolute gmarantee of
success, consequently we were nof justi-
fled in unsing other people’s money for the
construetion, and we were not justified in
borrowing money for the puarpose of
gambling. Then, again, the discovery of the
field up to date had bronght a preity con-
siderable amount of money into the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, and as we had
the proceeds of the sale of land, it should
be used towards the construction of the
line, more especially when it was known
that the prices obtained were largely due
to the fact that the announcernent was
made before the land was sold that it was
proposed to hnild the railway. Therefore
the £25.000 or £26,000 obtained from the
sale of that land should be utilised for
the purpose of consfrueting the railway.
If that were done there would be only
the rails and fastenings to provide. Then,
in the event of the mine not turning ont
as all hoped it wonld turn out, the only
loss in the wamble wonld be the cost of
the labour. He maintained that althongh
the rails and fixings, being already in
hand. had been provided ont of T.oan
Fand the aetual eonstruetion of the line
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should be carried on out of the revenue
obtatned by the discovery of the field.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
was out of order and could not be ae-
cepted. The Bill authorised the construc-
tion of a railway: it did not deal with
the funds out of which the cost was to
be defrayed. The amendment, if accepted,
would appropriate money out of the Con-
solidated Revenune Fund for the purpose
of the construetion of the railway, and
would therefore necessitate a Message
from His Excellency.

My, JOHNSOX: It was diffienlt to fol-
low the objection to the amendment, be-
canse 3 Message from His Excellency was
only required in respeet to a tax on the
people,

The CHATRMAN : The ruling was that
the amendment was out of order.

Mr. JOHNSON: Surely opportuity
would he afforded of pointing out the
soundness of the amendment.

The CHATRMAN: The eourse open to
the hon. member was perfectly plain. If
the hon. member ¢onld not accept the rul-
ing it was for him to move to dissent from
that rmling. There was no necessity to
discuss the question.

Mr. Holman: Well, let us dissent and
we will thrash it out then.

Dissent from Chairman's Ruling.

Mr. Jolmson: In the eircumstances
there appeared to be no alternative to
the conrse snggested. He moved—

That the ruling of the Chairman he
dissented from,

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported that the mem-
ber for Guildford had moved to dissent
from a ruling on Clause 2. The hon.
member desired to move an amendment
providing that the cost of the construme-
tion of smeh railway should be paid ont
of snch monpies as Parliament should ap-
propriate for the purpose out of the
Consolidated Revenne Fund, and net
otherwise. The ruling had heen that the
amendment was out of order inasmueh as
it woul appropriate certain moneys from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund and would
therefore necessitate a Message from His
Excelleney.
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Mr. Johnson: Before you deal with
the question I would respectfully submit
that the Bill itself anticipates expendi-
ture, and although it does not specify
definitely as to whether the expenditure
shall be from loan or from revenue, still
the fact remains that the construction

is guing to eost money. If dthe Bill
dircetly  specified the source from
which the expenditure was to come,

then I take it one would be justi-
fied in moving an amendment; con-
sequently when there is no such speci-
fication made, ouve is equally justified. On
the face of it the Bill anticipates expendi-
ture, in faet it provides for expenditure.
Thus, if the amendment is out of order
because of the fact that there has been no
Message, then the Bill itself must be oni
of order, and therefore I submit we are
justified in specifying that the expenditure
shall be from revenue and not from loan
as evidently desired by the Government.

My, Speaker: T must support the ruling
of the Chairman. The amendment is an-
Heipating expenditure of revenue, and
therefore needs a Message.

Mr. Holman: T would like to ask what
is the position of the Bill at the present
time? In regard to every other railway
Bill brought before the Honse the expendi-
ture has been anticipated by Message. 1
would like to know whether, if the amend-
ment is oat of order, the Bill itself is not
out of order because it was not introduced
by Message?

Mr. Speaker: The Bill is in the posi-
tion of every other Railway Bill intro-
duced.

Mr. Holman: Every other railway Bill
has been introduced by Message.

Mr. Horan: No.

Mvr. Gill: Does not the Bill itself an-
ficipate expenditure?

The Minister for Works: I would like
to point out, if I may be allowed, that
this is a Bill empowering the Government
to do certain work for which an appro-
priation will he obtained in due eourse
when the Estimates, either Loan or Rev-
enue, are before the House. The
amendment proposed fo do something
more; it propesed that if the Goverment
aet upon the power given i the Bill they
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shall take revenue from a certain source
to do it; in other words the amendment
proposed to make a distinet appropria-
tion—in effect it says this railway shall
not be earried out unless an appropria-
tion be made from Consolidated Revenne.

Mr. Underwood: I would like to ask,
does the passing of a railway Biil and the
authorising of any expenditure naturally
and constitutionally infer thar it must be
from Loan Fund?

Mr. Speaker: The Bill is brought in
the ordinary way, as every other rail-
way Bill is. The money has to be found
somewhere.

Mr. Heitmann: It is true the money
must be found somewhgre, and the Bill
in itself does not carry with it the ob-
ligation of the Government to expend
that money unless they have an appro-
priation.  That is what ¥ understand
from the Minister for Works. The amend-
ment of the member for Guildford does
nof earry with it an obligation for an
apropriation or for the expenditure of
money uatil we get the appropriation.
It is simply a matter of this: it might
possibly be that the Government will
say we shall have an appropriation from
Loan Funds; but if the amendment is
carried it states that this appropriation
shall be from revenue. ]

The Premier: And requirves a Message
aceordingly.

Mr. ITeitmann: And so does the Bill
itself.

The Premier: No it does not.

Myr. Heitmann: Well if this is so,
when the Message ecomes down for the
appropriation from Lean Fund the hon.
member will be in order in moving that
this appropriation be from Revenne.

The Premier: He can strike it out
from the Loan Estimates.

Mr. Heitmann: What method can be
adopted lo have the appropriation made
from revenue?

Mr. Scaddan: I wish 10 dvaw attention
to the ruling on a Bill which contained a
subclanse almost exaetly the same as the
words in this amendment. That was a
ruling given on the following subelause in
the Health Bill last session—

A contribution of one half of the
eorts Aand expenses ineurred in provid-
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ing hespitals under this seetion, and

in the treatment of indigent patients,

shall be paid to the local authority out

of moneys appropriated by Parliament

to that purpose.
Those were the words in the Bill and yon
ruled that it wes not giving power to Par-
liament to appropriate without an actual
awthovisation. It was because of the
ruling given on that Bill that the present
amendment was worded as it is.

The Premier: That does not say from
revenue.

Mr. Johnson: The words were exactly
the same.

Mr. Gordon: On a point of order. Is
the leader of the Opposition disputing
your ruling? If so, there is no motion

and T think the discussion shonld be
stopped.
Mr. Speaker: I desire to be as

polite as possible 40 every member, but I
bhave given a ruling and it is the duty of
the hon. member to move o dissent from
my ruling if he wishes to discuss it.

Mr. Price: Two different rulings, one
last year and one this.

Committee Resumed.

Mr. GEORGE: The Committee having
decided that the railway should be built,
that was not the proper time to disenss
the guestion of funds. The Government
might, if they thought il a matter of ur-
gency anticipate the passage of the Bill
for the granting of money, but they had
te go before the House for funds, and it
would then be the province of the House
to say where and how fhose funds should
be provided. He would wish no better
job than that the Government would allow
him to build that line on his own aecount.
If that opportunity were given him he
would leave Perth at once.

Mvr, Gordon: Hear, hear.

Mr. HOLMAN: As soon as the mea-
sure was passed the Governmenf were
going to start on the illezal expenditure
of money.

The Premier: We are going to antici-
pate the Estimates,

Mr, HOLMAN: What position wonld
the Government be in if the apprepria-
tion were not carried by the House? That
more than ever econvineed bim that the
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passing of the Bill was nothing more or
less than a “boost for the boodler” More
than one member of the Ministry was in-
terested in the Bullfineh proposition, and
it had been stated that the Government
were going to start the illegal expenditure
of money at onge. They would notl allow,
in the first place, a reasonable time for
debate, and then absolutely no informa-
tion had been given to the Hounse when
the measnre was brounght down. The
Minister in charge of the Bill could not
tell the Commitiee swhether the line was
going to climb over a hill or eraw] under
it; whether the rails were going to be
built on tressels or carried on chains, or
anything else.  The only information
eiven was that if the line was not built
a road would have to be constructed for
prospectors, Tn all probability that road
would be avanted to prospeet for the rails,
whieh the member for Pilbara had said
were going to sink, The Committee were
entitled to some information, partieularly
as to where the money was coming from.

The CHAIRMAN: The question of
cost did not eome under that seection.

Mr. HOLMAN: The definition said
“authority to construet.”  That meant
power to construet and power to spend
the money.

The Premier: No.

My, HOIMAN: The Premier had said
that as soon as the Bill was passed he
was going to take power to spend the
money.

The CHAIRMAN: The houn. member
eould not diseuss the cost of the construe-
tion under that section. The section gave
power to the Government to construet and
maintain a line, but there was not a word
as to where the funds were to come from.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Committee were
entitled to ask what the line was going
to cost, and what was going to be the cost
of maintenance,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was perfectly in order in asking a nues-
tion.

AMr. HOLMAN: Then the Committes
must know where the money was to
come from. The Premier had told them
that he was going to eonstruet the line
whether he had authority to spend the
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money or not, and in doing so he would
he robbing the country.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
wus not in order in accusing the Premier
uf attempting to rob the country. The
hon. member must withdraw.

Mr, HOLMAN: In wilhdrawing that
={atemnent he would say that the Pre-
mier would be illegally using the money,
and he did uot see much dilference in the
iwo.

The CHATRMAN: When the Appro-
priation Bill ecame down the hon. member
would be in order in disenssing {le ques-
tion of eosts.

Mr. HOLMAN: What would be the
position of the Committee in questioning
the appropriation after the railway had
heen commenced®

Mr. Scaddan: It is illegnl to diseuss
the actions of the Government: that is
what the ruling means.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was an absolute
ahsurdity to say that members could
not disenss where the money was coming
from. The Commiiliee had not been told
when the FHstimates were coming down,
and he did not thiuk they were going to
bhe passed in less than 25 minutes.

The Premier: I think we will pass
them in about half an hour.

Mr. HOLMAN: If more information
was nat given on the Estimates than was
given on that Bill they would not be
vassed in a good many half-hours. What
would be the position in a fortnight or
a month’s time if the line was started
and no money had been made available
for it? Snrely rhey shonld aet with that
Bill the same as with any other railway
that eame before them, and require the
requisite autbority trowm the Clovernor to
spend the money. The present Bill only
involved an expenditure of £40,000, but
if the Government eould spend withoui
authority in this case they eould spend
40 millions. If it was a gnestion of only
s, it was the duty of the Committee
1o see that nothing of {hat sort was done.
He emphatically protested against such
an expenditure. Mnney should not be
utilised illegally.

Mr. Jacobv: The Railway Bill and the
Apprupriation Bill are never together.
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Mr. HOLMAN : But the Appropriation
Bill invariably came down frst. If we
had the word of the Premier that the
line would not be constructed until the
appropriation ¢ame down it would be all
right. Was it in order to move an
amendment to  provide that the line
should be eonstructed out of revenue?

The CHATRMAX: No. That point
was deeided already.

Alr. HOLMAX: Tn 1902-3 the Rev-
enue Tstimates provided £18,000 for the
Grouseherry 1l railway and £35,000 for
the Laverton railway. Did the Premier
propose to cavry oul this work on the
same lines as thoze, or did he intend to
build the rvailway from loan funds®

The Premier: If ihe hon. member
wili sil down I will tell him,

Mr. HOLMAXN: Very well.

The PREMTIER: Many railways were
anthorised withoni the Estimates pro-
viding the money for ihe construction
heing first submit{ed. Tn the majority of
instances the Fstimates were noté passed
when the Railway Bills anthorising the
construction of lines were passed. The
Bill now before the Committee said no-
thing about the funds. The money to pay
for the construction would be provided’
in ihe ordinary cowrse on the Loan Esti-
mates when they were submitied to Par-
liament.

Mr. Johnson: You will have the rail-
wayv linished then and we will not be
able io strike it out.

Mr. Seaddan: Tt would not be tuler-
ated in the House of Commons.

The PREMIKER: It was done in every
eountry in the world. In the meantime
there was such a thing as the Loan Sus-
pense Acconnt 1o which expenditure of
this nature was debited. The Supply
Bitls which were pagsed from time fo
time zranted certain moneys to be spent
from Loan Suspense Aecount. General
Toan Fund, and Consuvlidated Revenue;
amd if the business of the NState was to
progress the Government must antici-
pale the aulhorisation of expenditure hy
the House. Tn faet expenditure for half
the year was carried on hefore the an-
nual Estimates were passed. Trne, lump
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votes were got on aceount in the shape
of Supply Bills, and in this ecase it
would be a lamp vote until the Estimates
‘were passed. Members wonld have an
opportunity of opposing the railway on
‘the T.oan FEstimates and eould strike
the item out then if they so desired.
Mr. Holman; What wonld you do then ?
The PREMIER: Seriously consider
one’s position. The Governmment touk
responsibility absolutely for its actions.
If hon. members said the railway should
not be paid for out of loan, although it
-had already been constructed, the ex-

-penditare  eould not he made
out  of loan. All the funds
of the State were in one com-

mon aecount, loan funds, consolidated
-revenue, and trust funds, all in one bank-
ing acecount; and the Government spent
‘money /s it was required out of this
coinmon fund, but had to come to Par-
liament to get ratification of the expen-
:diture from some specific fund. If Par-
Hament disagreed to that expenditure,
‘then the Government must take the re-
sponsibility. The Revenue Estimates
were nlready before members, and in
‘those Hstimates every pound of revenue
it was antieipated would be received was
mopped np.

Mr. Johnson : Did you include the
_£25,000 from the Bullfinch sales ¥

The PREMIER : There was a fair
amount of increase included for land
gales.

Mr. Johmson: Then you were doing
& large amount of gembling in your
Estimates. You did not know anything
about the Bullfinch then.

The PREMTER : There was a con-
siderable increase anticipated from land
sales. [t was not safe, because there
was & good land sale in one portion of
the BState, to anticipate having good
sales of land all over the State. The
Estimates provided for the expenditure
of every pound it was anticipated to
raise from revenue, at Jeast, up to
within £1,000 after wiping out the
deficit ; and there was no revenue to
charge this work to, though there might
be some available at the end of the year,
or there might be a deficit. Would
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members refuse the construction of this
railway because there was not the
revenue with which to construet it ?
If there was a surplus of £i0,000 at the
end of the year, the first thing he would
do would he to spend it on road con-
struction and leave roads out of the Loan
Estimates ; and the second thing he
would do would be to spend it on build-
ings and leave buildings out of the Loan
Estimates; and the last thing he would
do would be to spend it on railways and
leave railways out of the Loan Estimates.
Railways should come after roads and
buildings, but by the time we could
remove railway construction fromn the
Loan Estimates the people would be
asking for some reduction in taxation,
saying that it was not fair to ask them
to be saddled with expenditure on
railways that would pay for their con-
struction during the course of the loan by
providing sinking fund to wipe out the
capital. Nothing was being done more
than previous Treasurers had done.
It was the history of responsible Gov-
ernment in the State. It was a course
always taken.

Mr. Jehnson : Do not stonewall.

The PREMIER. : If the hon. member
waa satisfied there was no need to say
any more.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : There was the
position that when we were rveceiving
revenue for some commodity which we
were absolutely selling, and we were
selling the gold that the State possessed,
we should not have a debt. When the
gold was extracted we had & hole in the
ground, but we could not 611 that hole
with & debt.

The CHATEMAN : The hon. member
must confine his remarks to the clause.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Tf the Premier
would pguarantee that we would not
be loading posterity with a huge debt
by the construction of this railway it
would receive his support.

The Premier: I can assure the hon.
member it will not.

Mr. UNDERWOCD : The Premier
has given an assurance that the railway
would not be paid for by posterity.

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon. member
could not touch on the financial aspect.
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A ruling had already been given that
this was out of order. That line of
argument must therefore of necessity
be out of order.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : If the construc.
tion was not to be paid for by the present
generation where was the money to
come from ?

The CHAIRMAN: No further dis-
cussion on that point would be allowed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Then it only
remained for him to oppose the clause
and he would oppose it because an
intimation had been given that we were
not going to pay for it. When building
this reilway we should apply the money
that was being received from the sale
of the land in that district.

The CHAIRMAN: That question
had already been discussed and had
been ruled out of order. The hon.
member could not persist in that line
of argument.

Mr. SCADDAN : On a point of order,
attention might be drawn to the fact
that by the Chairmen’s ruling which
had been upheld by the Spesaker, any
reference to the appropriation of money
in this or in any other Bill would require
8 Message from the Governor, which
was & decision that any Bill which would
be a charge against the Consolidated
Revenune or Loan funds must be intro-
duced by a responsible Minister. Aecord-
ing to Todd it was distinetly stated—

Independently in the first instance
of the Committee of Supply there is
another mode of initiating proceedings
for the grant of public money, namely,
by the introduction of bills for the
construction of public works, the
establishment of new institutions, or
for other purposes, which necessitate
to a greater or less extent, new charges
upon the people.

The Consolidated Fund included Loan
Fund and Consolidated Revenve and
while there was no mention in the clause
of the Bill where the money was to come
from, there was an intimetion from
the Premier that when the Bill was
passed he proposed then to take that
as tantamount to giving him instructions
to proceed to construct this‘line out
of any fund he desiréed. Under the
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circumstances it would be absolutely
unwise to prevent a member discussing
the fund from which the money should
be taken.

The Premier: I did not say that.
I said I would take the responsibility
of anticipating the vote of the House.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier had
sajd that as soon as the Bill was passed
he would commence the construction
of the line, and would anticipate the
appropriation to be made later on.

The Attorney General: The Premier
would be acting without Parliamentary
authority in so doing and would have
to take the risk and the responsibility.

Mr. SCADDAN : The objection was,
not to the Premier taking such respon-
sibility, but to the construction of the
line out of Loan Fund in view of the
fact that so much money had been
derived from the sale of the town lots
at Bullfinch. The question of the pro-
vision of the money appeared to him
to be quite in order on Clause 2 which,
after all, was the Bill. It was only
reasonable that members should be
sllowed to express an opinion as to
whether the money should be taken from
Loan Fund or from Consoclidated Revenae,
For his part he desired to emter the
strongest possible protest against the
attitude of the Premier in proposing
to anticipate Parliamentary authority
and proceed with the construction of
the line. He was absolutely disgusted
with the attitude of the member for
Swan, who had so often held that the
Government could not expend money
until authorised by Parliament, and yet
to-night had favoured the Premier's
proposal to anticipate such sauthorisstion.
If there was one function which belonged
to Parliament as against the Government
it was the control of public funds,
and he would defy the Attorney General
to show what authority deprived the
representatives of the people in the
House of the full contro! of these funds.

The Premier: The Chairman has
ruled the gquestion out of order, and
yet you are persisting.

Mr. SCADDAN : Seeing that Parlia-
ment was asked to approve of the
railway, members ought to have an
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opporiunity of discussing the sources
from which the necessary expenditure
was to be made. .

" . The PREMIER : The railway cannot
be constructed without expenditure, and
when the Estimates come down the
member will have an opportunity of
discussing whether it shall be charged
against loen or revenue.

Mr. SCADDAN: But members had
the power to review at any or a.l times
the expenditure of public money.

The Premier: Reject the Bill.

Mr. SCADDAN : It was nob desired
to reject the Bill. He contended the
Government should have Parliamentary
authority to expend the money bhefore
it was so expended.

Mr. Butcher: They must have the
money to construct the railway.

Mr. SCADDAN: TIf that was the
case, and of course it was, the Bill
required a Messege. Without such Mes-
Bage the Clovernment had no right to
expend a penny on the work. The
Premier had announced that it was
proposed to construct the railway as
soon as authority was given for. such
construction, and had also announced
that the money would be taken from
Loan Fund. He contended that this
was the only opportunity we had of
Protesting against the Government an.
ticipating Parliamentary sauthorisation
to spend the money.

The Premier : Do you want us to hang
up the construction ?

Mr SCADDAN : No. What he
desired was that & Bill should be brought
down for the appropriation of the money
before the money was spent. Then
members would have a chance of saying
whether the money was to come from
Consolidated Revenue or from Loan
Fund. The course proposed by the
Premier was altogether illegal.

The Premier: Your Government
did it

Mr. SCADDAN : Nevertheless, it was
& practice that ought to be stopped,
and not encoursged as it had been by
the member for Swan this evening.

Thsorder—A Jfember removed.
Mr. Jacoby and Mr. Underwood rose.
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The Chairmean: Mr. Jacoby.

Mr. Underwood : But, Mr. Chairman,
I desire to resume at the stage where
1 was interrupted on a point of order.

Mr. Jacoby : I have risen to a point ¢
order. ) :

Mr. Underwood : I was interrupted
on & point of order.

The Chairman : Will the hon. member
for Pilbars resume his seat.

Mr. Underwood : No.

The Chairman: I order the hon.
member to leave the Chamber. [A pauze.]
I order the hon. member to leave the
Chamber. [Another pause.] I order the
hon. member to leave the Chamber.

Mr Heitmann: I think that is rather
harsh. P

The Chairman: I will
anybody to defy the Chair.

Mr. Underwood: Perhaps I may be
allowed to make an explanation.

The Chairman: I have ordered the
member to leave the Chamber.

Mr. Underwood : Well, order what
you like.

The Chairman: BSergeant at arms !

[Mr. Underwood left the Charmber.]

Mr. Scaddan: For the protection of
hon. members on this side of the House
I contend that the action adopted by
vou might have been more lenient than
the orderving of the hon. member out of
the Chamber.

The Chairman: The hon. member
must not dispute the ruling of the Chair.
While I am in this position I will not
allow the Chair to be defied.

Mr. Scaddan: And while I am leader
of the Opposition I am going to protect
hon. members sitting on this side of the
Chamber.

The Chairman :
protect the Chair,

not allow

And T am going to

Mr. Scaddan : There were two mermbers
on their feet together, the member
for Swan and the member for Pilbara,
and a dispute arose. There was no
reason why you should not have called
both those hon. members to order, and
why they shouia ot have been ordered
to resume their seats

The Chairman : [ called upon the mem-
ber for Swan. T said, “ Mr. Jacoby ™’
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twu or three times, but the member for
Pilbara would persist in speaking.

Mr. Scaddan : The member for FPilbara
insisted on youn hearing bim. He said
that he had been interrupted on a point
of order. He was ahsolutely correct
on that point. The member for Boulder
and myself rose to a point of order as to
whether we could discuss the source
from which the money was to be drawn.
That was the question under discussion
when the member for Dilbara rose ;
and when the member for Bwan rose he
stated that he rose to a point of order.
I ask the member for Swan if that is not
correct.

Mr. Jacoby : 1 rose to a point of order.

The Chairman: There is no justification
for any hon. member defying the Chair.
As the Committee knows, 1 called upon
the hon. member to resume his seat,
and he defied me. So long as 1 ccoupy
this position, whether it be for a short
period or for & long period, 1 will not
allow any member to defy the Chair.
I wish that to be clearly and distinctly
understood. My position is in the gift
of the House, end if I am not capable
of fulfilling the duties to the satisfaction
of the House I should be removed ;
but while I continue to occupy the position
T intend to uphold the dignity of the
Chair. There is no justification [or the
member for Pilbara delying the Chair,
and I did not take that step without
giving him every opportunity to obey
my ruling.

Mr. O'Loghlen: TIn justification for
any action which the member for Pilbara
may have taken to-night, T wish to point
out that the member for Pilhara was
speaking:

The Chairman: There can be no
discussion ; there is no justification for
defying the Chair.

Mr, O'Loghlen: T am not condoning
any offence that was committed, but
I desire to say that you distinctly called
on the member fur Swan to continue——

The Chairman: The hon. member
must resume his seat; there is no
discussion.

Mr. Heitmann : With your permission,
I want to =ay a word as to vour
rulisg
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The Cheirman : It is out of order.

Mr. Heitmann : I do not want to be
ruled out of order, but while upholding
your view ag Chairman that & member has-
no right to disregard your ruling, T say,
with all dve rvespect, that members of
this Chamber have also a right to the
protection of yourself ; and, as a member
respecting your position, T think there
is & way of giving your decisions to a
member in thiz Chamber without ordering
him. I think with a little forbearance
on both sides these scenes would

The Chairman: I thought the hon.
member desired to discnss the clanse.
I cannot allow the hon. member to
proceed.

Mr. Heitmann: What is the action
you now propose to take in regard to
the member for Pilbara ¥

The Chsirman: The Standing Orders
provide what action is to be taken.
The hon. member will see by Standing
Order 73.

Comuniltee resumed.

Mr. SCADDAN : On a matter affecting
the expendituce of £40,000 the Committee
should possess more particulars in re-
gard to what attitude the (iovernment
proposed to take when the Bill was
passed, Did the Government propose
to immediately proceed with the con-
struction of the railway without asking
Parliament to appropriate the necessary
money.

The Premier: 1 said so. )

Mr. SCADDAN : The Premier should
get the necessary authority from Par-
liament by introducing an Appropriation
Bill.

The Premier: You said you did not
want the railway to be hung up.

Mr. SCADDAN: Without desiring-
the railway to be hung up, he asked
that things should be done in a con-
stitutional manner : but the attitude
which the Premier had outlined was
illegal and unconstitutional. Could the
Attorney General or the Premier give one
asuthority for acting in that manner t

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : There
are plenty of authorities for acting in
an emergency, and then getting an in-
derunity from Parlisment  afterwards.
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In such instances the Clovernment take
the responsibility.

Mr. JACOBY : It was not proper to
discuss the question as to how the
money was to be provided when the
Bill was in Committee. It would have
been relevant on the motion that the
‘Speaker should leave the Chair to go
into Committee, but. having got into
‘Committee, members could not discuss the
question of ways and means.

The CHAIRMAN: A ruling had
already been given that a discussion on
the question of ways and means was out
of order. The leader of the Opposition
" had been merely asking the Premier as to
when he was going to construct the line
and bring down the Appropriation Bill ;
accordingly the hon. member had been
“allowed to ask that question.

Mr. SCADDAN : Would the member
for Swan explain why he had not raised
"that question of order when the Premier
discussed the whole matter of ways
and means.

The Premier :
with the colause ?
Mr. Scaddan : It is a point of order.

The Premier : The Chairman has ruled.

Mr. Jacoby : I did not hear the Premier
make any such speech.

Mr. PRICE: Would the Chairman
tell hon. members how it would be
possible for them to express their opinion
on the expenditure of loan funds for
that purpose, and, at the same time,
support the passage of the Bill ?

The CHATRMAN : When tho Premier
-or the Minister in charge of the Bill
brought down his Loan Bill, asking
Parlisment to give permission for the
appropriation of certain funds for the
«construction of that railway, hon. mem-
bers would have ample opportunity of
discussing the whole question so far
as it concerned the Treasury and State
finances. There could be no financial
discussion on that clause.

Mr. PRICE : Was it to be understood
that the Minister was in order in in.
-dicating and giving reasons for doing &
-certain thing, but a private member was
not in order in protesting against it ?

The CHATRMANX : The Premier, after
being repeatedly asked what it was

What has that to do
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intended to do, had given an answer
That answer was permitted, but further
discussion in that direction would not be
permitted.

Mr. Price: I respectfully submit
that if the latter remark was addressed
to myself——

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
was not addressed; the Comumnittee
generally was addressed. A ruling had
already been given on the point and
upheld by the Speaker. Members could
discuss the clause as to giving the Gov-
ernment power to construct the line,
but they could not debate as to where
the funds were to come from.

Mr. COLLIER: We were told the
line was to be built out of loan funds,
and if ons objected to its construction
out of loan funds and desired that it
shouid be constructed out of revenue

The CHATRMAN ; You cannot discuss
it at this stage.

Mr. COLLIER: Would it not be
relevant to one's argument to give the
Committee veasons for opposing the
clause because the railway was to be
built out of lean funds f

The CHATRMAN: The clause did
not indicate where the money was to
come from. The Premier merely by way
of interjection, and by way of answering
8 question, had indicated where the
expenditure was to come from. Mem-
bers must deal with the clause as it was
printed.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

House adjourned at 11-26 p.m.

Pairg.
Sir N. J. Moore | Mr. Bath



